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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


AN OPEN Letter to Minnesota Legislators: 

My name is Andrea Lien and I am the Managing Editor of Laven- 
der Magazine, the magazine for the community of Gay, Lesbian, Bi- 
sexual, Transgender (GLBT), and straight allies of the region which 
has been publishing since 1995. I directly manage the content of Lav- 
ender Magazine, www.lavendermagazine.com, www.biggaynews. 
com, and the social media accounts involved with the different facets 
of Lavender Media. I am not the official spokesperson for Lavender 
and my opinions are not official endorsements, but I write an article 
in each of our biweekly issues called “From the Editor" in which I 
usually examine what's been happening in the two weeks since our 
last issue. As of press time, bills to legalize Same-Sex Marriage in 
Minnesota had been introduced in the House and Senate the day 
before writing this letter. 

Iam writing this letter to you because you will have very important 
decisions to make with regard to the GLBT community in our state in 
the upcoming days and weeks, from committee sessions to the floors 
of your chambers. You will be facing exciting opportunities and chal- 
lenges as elected representatives of the State of Minnesota. I want to 
extend my gratitude and appreciation for you and what you do. 

I understand what it's like to work for a diverse population of 
people. The GLBT community is not homogeneous, but rich with 
different groups within groups that are unified by the common top- 
ics of sexual identity, gender, and orientation. I live in the area that I 
represent and walk into the restaurants, bars, co-ops, grocery stores, 
churches, parks, and other places where I run into our readership. I 
am a part of our readership and I am friends with many in our read- 
ership. I see the interactions on Facebook with people in the com- 
munity and face the music of this magazine's decisions just as you 
do as a representative in Minnesota. Like you, I know that we more 
often hear the points about how we can improve over how well we're 
doing. Like you, I am privy to more information than ever-confiden- 
tial, embargoed information-that makes it difficult to sort out what 
should be discussed and what should remain in the background. 
Like you, I imagine, I have never held as important a role as this. 

Like you, I have other things to do than talk about Same-Sex Mar- 
riage (I said “other,” not “other more important" things). We put out 
26 issues a year according to our Editorial Calendar and they cover an 
array of topics relevant to the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Ally members of our state-and beyond, thanks to the internet. I 
work on my budgets, I hire and seek out talent, I talk to our readers, 
I research topics, I go to photo shoots, I attend fundraisers, I write 
correspondence and articles. I conduct interviews. I make countless 
decisions a day. Like you do. And, like you, I have been presented with 
the crucial topic to cover: Same-Sex Marriage. I make room for it. It is 
history in the making. And, like us, the rest of the GLBT community 
has other things to do, too. 

Like us, the people of the GLBT community are busy living their 
lives. These lives might be those of single people who are looking 
for love, coupled people who have found it, or people who are indif- 
ferent to the subject of love. This community has people of different 
races, creeds, political parties, income levels, education levels, and 
any other demographic element that can be measured. This com- 


munity is comprised of your constituents who pay taxes and have an 
effect on every industry and neighborhood of Minnesota. There are 
more of us than you can see, as being open about being GLBT is still 
risky...but becoming less so each day that passes. 

For the people who Same-Sex Marriage will not affect, it is an ab- 
stract idea-something unknown to fear or find threatening. You have 
the opportunity to help them form their opinions on the matter. No, 
conversations with people may not result in a "You're right-I guess 
I hadn't been looking at it that way" from people, but you will have 
led by example and assisted in making room for a broader consider- 
ation of the topic. Did you notice how Governor Dayton so effectively 
handled it in his State of the State address? "Let me mention one 
other cause, which is controversial but consistent with my faith and 
my principles and, more importantly, consistent with this country's 
founding principles and its Constitution. I believe that every Min- 
nesotan should have the freedom to marry legally the person she or 
he loves, whether of the same or other sex." What he did there was 
to 1.) validate that it is controversial at this time, 2.) own that he has 
a faith and this position is in alignment with his faith, and 3.) make it 
clear that this is a matter of justice and rights as consistent with the 
Constitution. He did your heavy lifting by giving you clear leadership 
in this matter. Please pass that leadership and fortification on to the 
people you represent. 

You must lead and educate your constituents in this issue, just 
as with any other issue that they may not be familiar with. Educate 
yourself so that you are confident when you respond to your con- 
stituents. This will not affect opposite-sex marriages. No clergy is 
forced to perform marriages that they do not want to perform. There 
is a separation between Church and State that isn't just a suggestion, 
it's a requirement. The Supreme Court may or may not address the 
rights of Minnesotans, so we shouldn't wait for them to do the work 
for us. These are not "special" rights that are being sought. We won't 
be wanting to legalize polygamy or bestiality if this legislation passes. 
There is so much out there in life for which there isn't a gene, but 
is very real and valid, anyhow. Same-sex parents are already raising 
well-adjusted and healthy children. And, if you're really interested 
in educating your people, take it a step further to not only dispel 
rumors, but also tell them how allowing same-sex couples to join 
marriage will be beneficial to the welfare of our society and boost 
the economy. We're talking about people and relationships that exist 
and deserve to be recognized as assets to our civilization. Stand up 
for this community and lead your people in the direction that society 
is already going. 

Let me acknowledge that you might feel a bit like a lone voice 
in the wilderness. I understand this, too. Putting out a Wedding Is- 
sue for a community that can't get married seems a little crazy, but 
Lavender's been doing it for years. First, on a smaller scale with a 
few articles in a particular issue...but, as of a year ago, we've put 
out two comprehensive, single-topic issues about weddings for the 
GLBT community and we're looking forward to the best one yet, 
coming out in two weeks. To be a leader is to look at the future and 
determine where we are going. Looking at the signs around us in our 
culture and forming a vision of what can feasibly happen is crucial 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


Closet of the Curiosities: Writing Micro Seminar I 


AFTER A reading of my novel, M-o-t-h-e-r Spells Murder, І was 
asked, “Where do you get your ideas?" There's not really a formula, 
nor are ideas are pulled fresh minted from the author's nether orifice, 
nor are they mysterious gifts bestowed only on writers. I believe that 
everything you've ever experienced, whether you're gay or straight, 
of whatever gender, is stored in a kind of “Experiences Closet,” that 
with practice can be regularly accessed to your advantage in many 
creative areas. 

A successful piece of fiction depends in part on how well the writ- 
er was able to mine his or her experiences and the specific applica- 
tion of that bit of the self to the text. Of course, there is the matter of 
the order within your particular closet. Some tidy minds store memo- 
ries-belaboring this analogy-like garments hung neatly by color or 
style, while others-I am of this subset-maintain a Fibber McGee 
mare's nest with a place for anything and everything ... someplace. 

Nevertheless, the important thing for the creator seeking a fresh 
idea or springboard is to treat one's experience repository the way 
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one should treat a GLBT In-Hiding Closet: Throw open the door; let 
fresh air and sunlight in and the ideas out. Use your fragments of 
experience with the same joyous abandon as you did your childhood 
Lego® blocks and bricks. 

An example? I want a new character to have a pet. I remember 
beloved cats, so he will have a cat (unless he needs to have a dog, but 
that's another seminar). What kind of cat? I like short-haired grays. 
Male? Female? Indifferent to me personally, so I tailor it to the char- 
acter's personality. Male. Name? Well, I'm a Francophile, so I made it 
French; the owner's morals are a bit questionable, so I chose Louche. 
Add details as needed, and voilà! My protagonist (who went through 
his own naming process) now owns a large, tattered, gray tomcat 
named Louche. Another's closet would yield an altogether different 
cat, perhaps a tabby named Schrödinger. 

The point of this mini-seminar is that as a writer you have a great- 
er wealth of material to mine than you thought; a lifetime of experi- 
ence, and no excuse to lament, ^I don't have any ideas!" L1 
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242 W. 7th Street 
St. Paul 


FEATURING: 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, All God’s Children MCC, PFund, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, TCGMC 


Do you Ж your law firm's family, 


Va 


‘Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer ** Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Business, Criminal Law, 

Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Law/Discrimination, Professional Licensing and Discipline, 
and Mediation. 
*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 
413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing PCA Choice Service and 


employment opportunities. Contact us today to find out all we have to offer. 


мап e 
o ө, 
P a 


Metropolitan Center for 
ғ Independent Living 
4 1600 University Ave. Suite 16 е St. Paul, MN 55104 


? jeep её (651) 646-8342 • www.mcil-mn.org 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


QUEER LENS: TWIN CITIES LESBIAN FILM SERIES 


FEBRUARY 16, 2013 


Si? 
a 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


% 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


TYSN DRAGGED TO THET TU. 


FEBRUARY 16, 2013 


LAINE RK 
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GLIMPSES | Е.В. Boatner 


BIG BALLS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
28TH PAUL BUNYAN INVITATIONAL 
BOWLING TOURNAMENT 


Time to register for the Paul Bunyan 
Invitational! 

Тһе 28th Tournament wil be held 
March 22-25 (not Easter weekend). En- 
tries must be postmarked by Saturday, 
March 2nd, and received by Saturday, 
March 9th, to avoid a late fee. Twenty- 
five percent of the 3rd Annual PBI Raffle 
Drawing net proceeds will benefit Av- 
enues for Homeless Youth Organization. 
Visit www.pbiminnesota.org for tourna- 
ment information and instructions. 


BEARRACUDA COMES TO THE 
TWIN CITIES 


San Franciscos dance party for 
friendly, furry guys debuts in Minneapo- 
lis on Saturday, March 30, at the Eagle 
Bolt. Birthed in San Francisco (home of 
this year's DJ Steve Sherwood) in Au- 
gust, 2006, Bearracuda is now the larg- 
est attended bear dance party and most 
prolific gay dance event in the U.S., but 
there are parties ‘round the world; San 
Francisco, Seattle, Portland, NYC, Lon- 
don, Austin, Atlanta, Sydney. Bearracuda 
offers bears, cubs, otters, beefcakes and 
other wildlife for your delectation. 

Visit ^ www.bearracuda.com/minne- 
apolis for time and prices. 


MILLER PILGRIM 


FEATURED ARTISTS FEB 23- MAR 31: 
ERNEST MILLER - CERAMICS 
LESLIE PILGRIM - PAINTING 


GRAND HAND 


GALLERY 


619 GRAND AVENUE * ST. PAUL, MN 55102 


OPENING RECEPTION: SAT FEB 23, 5-7РМ 651-312-1122 • WWW.THEGRANDHAND.COM 


ҮН PETER i 
AS ГЕЛЕК ii 


QUEE I 


Mserables 


THE MUSICAL 


MAY 6-11, 2014 JUNE 18-23, 2014 


BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS’ 


SEPT. 18 - OCT. 27, 2013 FEB. 18-23, 2014 JAN. 15 - FEB. 9, 2014 


SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
1.800.859.SHOW (7469) HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG 


MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-5PM CST GROUPS SAVE! CALL 612.373.5665 


PRESENTED BY " (94. 
Northwestern Mutual 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST SEASON COO BROADWAY J. f ACROSS AMERICA 
ORPHEUM e STATE 4 PANTAGES Ж NEW CENTURY SPONSORS: Starlribune graves|601 hotel bueren 
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RESTAURANT 


аф [By John Townsend] [Andy Шеп | Joy Summers ] 
T AL. J.S. 


SPRING ARTS & FOOD PREVIEW 


Spring is finally around the corner and Lavender is pleased to present the bi-annual 
Arts & Food Preview covering some of the entertaining and evocative shows to come 
to the Twin Cities between March and September, 2013. Knowing that many people 
grab a bite to eat before or after a show, we're suggesting some pairings between area 
restaurants and the shows they mostly appropriately match. Hang on to this issue for 
reference and we'll see you at the theatre! 
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Taxes Giving 
You a Headache? 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


R 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


paulvGRORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl е Mike Cassidy е Mike Simon 


Lee Zurek e Paul Vetsch 


STEPHANIE 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for Hump Days with Hal Sparks! 


VU! оғ MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


Estate Planning & Simple Wills О 


Small Business Law 
Domestic Partnerships H 
Adoptions 


PERTE E 
E Tai BY cay ТН 
ГА 


APRIL 2—7 © ORPHEUM THEATRE 


ONLINE: HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG 
BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 GROUPS SAVE! 612.373.5665 
IN PERSON: STATE THEATRE BOX OFFICE po sence rs 


A 
T d 


Johnson Law 

Community Minded. 
Professionally Accomplished. 
612.377.3777 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
www.johnsonlawonline.com 


" 
D 
y 
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[ Ву John Townsend] [Andy Lien | Joy Summers | 
gm A.L. J.S. 


ELEMENO PEA 


THROUGH MARCH 17, 2013 

MIXED BLOOD THEATRE 

Molly Smith Metzler's comedy is an ingeniously 
unpredictable window into how capitalism can 
make whores of people even if when they think 
they're not one. Two sisters, played searingly by 
Sun Mee Chomet and Laurine Price, will play with 
your sympathies like you can't imagine. 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

www.mixedblood.com 

JT. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


OR, 
THROUGH MARCH 17, 2013 
PARK SQUARE THEATRE 


Playwright Liz Duffy Adams reminds how there 
was a sexual and arts revolution during the Eng- 
lish Restoration of the 1600s. The Puritans were fi- 
nally defeated and women finally had some capac- 
ity for mobility in a new age. This acclaimed work 
looks at genderbending and sexual ambiguity. 
Park Square Theatre 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 

J.T. 


OTHER DESERT CITIES 


THROUGH MARCH 24, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 


Playwright Jon Robin Baitz's contemporary 
masterpiece and has been staged by director Peter 
Rothstein. His brilliant cast plumbs the anguished 
contradictions of a family divided by the Vietnam 
War, 30 years later. Few works have ever found 
connections between that war's downside and the 
downside of the Bush/Cheney wars like Baitz's. 
Guthrie Theater's McGuire Proscenium Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

әл. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 
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RESTAURA 
PAIRING dj 


[ By John Townsend] [Andy Lien | Joy Summers ] 
gm A.L. J.S. 


SISTER'S EASTER CAT- 
ECHISM: WILL MY BUNNY GO 
TO HEAVEN? 


FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 31, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


Kimberly Richards stars in this 
irreverent addition to the Sister's 
Catechism franchise. This is an ideal 
opportunity to go to the new New 
Century Theatre in the City Center 
in downtown Minneapolis. The 
smaller, more intimate space is per- 
fect for comedy that doesn't need 

a lot of infrastructure. Here it's the 
talent that makes or breaks a show. 
And Sister always makes it! 

New Century Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

IT 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


A COUPLE OF BLAGUARDS 


MARCH 1 - 30, 2013 
ACTORS THEATER OF MINNESOTA 


Peter Moore directs Ross Young 
and Chris Whiting in a humorous 
two-hander about escaping Ireland 
to go to America. Written by the 
McCourt brothers, Malachy and 
Frank. St. Paul has long been a 
magnet for Irish theater. A Couple 
of Blaguards productions have 
proved to be popular throughout 


a woman playing a man. So, here it's 
a man playing a woman pretending 


the world. | to be a тап. 

Camp Cabaret | Guthrie Theater's Wurtele Thrust Stage 
www.camp-bar.net/cabaret | www.guthrietheater.org 
JT. JT. 

TWELFTH NIGHT AND тне ED 
THROUGH APRIL 5 AND 6, 2013 

GUTHRIE THEATER 

In Shakespeare's time, only men 

could appear on stage so men 

played all female roles. That 

archaic tradition is revived by Lon- 

don's acclaimed Propeller Theater. | 

In Twelfth Night, Viola is written as | A.L. 
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J.T. A.L. 


COURTING HARRY 


THROUGH MARCH 24 
HISTORY THEATRE 


Dramatist Lee Blessing writes about Supreme Court Justice Harry Black- 
mun who authored Roe v. Wade and whose memory has been vilified 
by the anti-abortion brigades. Clyde Lund plays Blackmun. Nathaniel 
Fuller plays Chief Justice Warren Burger and E. J. Subkoviak plays 
Presidents Nixon and Clinton. 

History Theatre 

www.historytheatre.com 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 
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[ By John Townsend] [Andy Lien | Joy Summers | 


J.S. 


FLANAGAN'S WAKE 


MARCH 8 - 30, 2013 
ACTORS THEATER OF MINNESOTA 


Ku 


No, it's not James Joyce's classic Finnegan's Wake, but an interactive 
theater production about mourners in the village of County Sligo in 
Ireland. The audience takes part and may find themselves torn between 
the parish priest and a spell-casting pagan. Is death the passage from 
one dimension to another? 

Camp Cabaret 

www.camp-bar.net/cabaret 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 
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CHELOR HOUSEWIFE E e MAKEOVER STAR; m 


4% 4 227 


a 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES ж NEW CENTURY 


[ By John Townsend | 


[ Andy Lien 
gm A.L. 


RESTAURA 
PAIRING J 


Joy Summers ] 
2.5. 


YELLOW FEVER 

THROUGH MARCH 24, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER PRESENTS A MU 
PERFORMING ARTS PRODUCTION 


Writer/director R. A. Shiomi's 
comic mystery play set in the 1970s 
features hard-boiled Vancouver 
detective Sam Shikaze. The play's 
web of deception brings up memo- 
ries of Japanese-Canadian intern- 
ment camps. The U.S. government 
facilitation of such camps in the 
1940s is widely known, but Canada 
was at fault, too. 

Guthrie Theater's Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


CHANGES IN TIME 


MAY 11 - 25, 2013 
20% THEATRE COMPANY TWIN CITIES 


Lavender columnist and former 
editor, Ethan Boatner, has crafted 
a trilogy about the sea changes 
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in transgender identity between 
the 1950s to the 1990s. Protago- 
nist Rain/Lorraine/Laurence takes 
us through various transitions. 
Transgender-themed drama is 
long overdue for a mature long- 
view perspective. This promises 
to be that. 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage 
www.tctwentypercent.org 

әл. 


JACKIE AND МЕ 


MARCH 12 - APRIL 14, 2013 
CHILDREN'S THEATRE COMPANY 
Baseball legend, Jackie Robinson, 
played by the charismatic Ansa 
Akyea, is the subject of research 
by a young student in this CTC 
play. Robinson was the first 
African-American Major League 
baseball player. His historic 
success story is inspirational, to 
be sure. OBIE-winner Marion Mc- 
Clinton directs. 

Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

SIE 


LANCE ARMSTRONG'S 
STEROID-PUMPED COMEDY 
REVUE 


MARCH 14 - JUNE 29, 2013 

BRAVE NEW WORKSHOP 

Lance Armstrong's doping scan- 
dal is surely a treasure trove for 
the region's premiere comedy 
theater troupe. Athletes behav- 
ing badly is an ideal springboard 
for irreverent humor and the 
fact that we worship them in 

this culture makes it all the more 
transgressive. See it at Brave 
New Workshop's new downtown 
Minneapolis digs. 

Brave New Workshop 
www.bravenewworkshop.com 

әл. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


[ By John Townsend ] 


SPUNK 


MARCH 14 - APRIL 7, 2013 
PENUMBRA THEATRE 


This adaptation of stories by 
Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960) 
is an opportunity to feel the spirit 
of a woman regarded by many 
as the greatest female African- 
American writer. Hurston delved 
into anthropology and folklore. 
She traveled to Honduras, Haiti, 


[ Andy Lien 
gm A.L. 


RES; TAURA 
PAIRING sj 


Joy Summers ] 
J.S. 


Jamaica, and throughout the 
American South. Experience a 
Harlem Renaissance luminary. 
Penumbra Theatre 
www.penumbratheatre.org 


THE LIGHT IN THE PIAZZA 


MARCH 13 - APRIL 7, 2013 
THEATER LATTE DA 


Craig Lucas's probing script 
and Adam Guettel's memorable 
music and lyrics presence us 

to what it is to come upon an 
expanded view of life. When a 
southern American mother's 
daughter falls in love with an 
Italian man, everyone is com- 
pelled to re-examine their hopes, 
values, and overview of life. 
Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

www.latteda.org 

JT. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


[ By John Townsend | 
gm 


[ Andy Lien 
A.L. 


RESTAURANT 


PAIRING 


Joy Summers ] 
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MONTY PYTHON'S SPAMALOT 


MARCH 15 & 16, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


Tony-winner for Best Musical for the Broad- 
way season of 2004-05, this musical inspired 
by the 1975 film, Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail, continues to be one of the most popular 
shows of the past decade. King Arthur, his 
Knights, and the Lady of the Lake glow in an 
irreverent light. 

Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


POP/UGLY 


MARCH 15 & 16, 2013 
MATHEW JANCZEWSKI'S ARENA DANCES 


The first-ever ARENA improvisation commis- 
sioned by the Minnesota Composers Forum, 
this collaboration with Minnesota composer 
Phil Fried includes a musical mash-up by Alex 
Berglund and a cast from St. Paul Conserva- 
tory for Performing Artists joining the dancers. 
The Cowles Center for Dance & the 

Performing Arts 

www.thecowlescenter.org 

J.T. 


LIFE AND BETH 


MARCH 22 - APRIL 14, 2013 
THEATRE IN THE ROUND PLAYERS 


Alan Ayckbourn is regarded as the Neil Simon 
of British theater. In other words, he's enor- 
mously popular. This comedy is part of his 
Things That Go Bump trilogy and has a widow 
whose departed husband still haunts her...but 
it's funny! 

Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 

J.T. 


[ By John Townsend | 
gm A.L. 
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J.S. 


DEATHTRAP 


MARCH 29 - MAY 19, 2013 
THE JUNGLE THEATER 


Ira Levin is best known for his 
fabulously weird novel, Rose- 
mary's Baby, but his turn as a 
playwright with Deathtrap has also 
enjoyed vast popularity for de- 
cades and has often been singled 
out for its gay character. Director 
Bain Boehlke is beloved for his 
topnotch direction of thrillers. 
The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


FLASHDANCE 


APRIL 2 - APRIL 7, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


Based on the popular 1983 film, 

a young woman welder finds the 
stamina, discipline, and vision to 
also pursue a dance career. The 
musical is set in Pittsburgh but ac- 
tually originated in England where 
critics loved it. This may be that 
Brits have an implicit respect and 
understanding for working class 
struggles, hmm? 

Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


LOVER 

APRIL 5 - 13, 2013 

JAMES SEWELL BALLET 

Bradley Greenwald, Maria Jettee, 
and Dan Chouinard join the ex- 
traordinary ballet troupe (as seen 
on the cover) to reprise fabulous 
tunes from the Depression Era by 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, 
aka Rodgers and Hart. Tunes 
include "My Funny Valentine" and 
"10 Cents a Dance. 


The Cowles Center for Dance & 
the Performing Arts 

www jsballet.org 

JT: 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 
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IN THE TIME OF BUTTERFLIES 


APRIL 5 - 27, 2013 
MIXED BLOOD THEATRE 


Mixed Blood Theatre really chal- 
lenges our assumptions this year 
and that's always good. Play- 
wright Caridad Svich has adapted 
Julia Alvarez's book about the 
Dominican Republic's Mirabl 
siblings. Their underground re- 
sistance makes us consider those 
socio-political problems we think 
are insurmountable are actually 
not that. 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

JT 


JOSEPH & THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 


OPENS APRIL 5, 2013 
CHANHASSEN 


In Andrew Lloyd Webber's early 
musical we see the master's love 
for archetypes. Old Testament 
Joseph, the favored son of Jacob, 
is given a coat of many colors 
and is then sold into slavery to 
Egyptians by his jealous brother. 
But Joseph's gift of dream inter- 
pretation puts him right into the 
Pharoah's favor. 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
www.chanhassentheatres.com 
IT 


THE KINSEY SICKS 

APRIL 5 & APRIL 6, 2013 

HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
Dubbed as America's Favorite 
Dragapella Beautyshop Quartet, 
it all began in 1993 when they 
were just friends and dressed up 
as the Andrews Sisters at a Bette 
Midler concert in San Francisco. 
Kinsey refers to Sexual Revolu- 
tion pioneer, Alfred Kinsey, and 
their camp style is wonderfully 
nostalgic. 

New Century Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
JT 
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NORTHROP DANCE PRESENTS 
KHMER ARTS ENSEMBLE 


APRIL 5, 2013 
NORTHROP DANCE 


This acclaimed Cambodian troupe 
presents a A Bend in the River 
which portrays decisions made in 
the heat of passion. This village 
tale has themes of love, magic, 
consequence, and redemption. 

In the 1970s, Cambodia was 
devastated by President Nixon 
and Henry Kissinger-approved 
secret bombing as well as dictator 
Pol Pot. 

State Theatre 
www.northrop.umn.edu/events/ 
khmer-arts-ensemble 


NICE FISH 


APRIL 6 - MAY 18, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 


Tony winner, Mark Rylance, and 
Duluth poet, Louis Jenkins of Prai- 
rie Home Companion fame, spin 
a yarn of ice fishing, melting ice, 
and a snowmobile driver wielding 
a spear and dynamite. Rylance 
starred in the Guthrie's staging of 
Minnesota poet Robert Bly's take 
on Ibsen's Peer Gynt. 

Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

JT 


[ By John Townsend | 
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[ Andy Lien 
A.L. 


Joy Summers ] 
J.S. 


LORCA IN A GREEN DRESS 


APRIL 12, 2013 
PANGEA WORLD THEATER AND 
TEATRO DEL PUEBLO 


Two theater companies blend 
energies to recall the impor- 
tance of poet/playwright Fed- 
erico Garcia Lorca who took 
on one of the 1930s Big Three 
Tyrants, Franco (the others be- 
ing Hitler and Mussolini). The 
doomed Lorca was tyrannized 
for his sexual orientation and 
his left-wing politics during the 
Spanish Civil War. 

Ritz Theatre 
www.ritz-theatre.org 

J.T. 


A.L. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


LavenderMagazine.com | 27 


RES ЛТ 
PAIRING j 


[By John Townsend] [Andy Lien | Joy Summers ] 
J.T. A.L. J.S. 


RIVER SEE 


APRIL 13 - 21, 2013 
PILLSBURY HOUSE THEATRE 


Blueswomen, queers, and seers are part of Sharon 
Bridgforth's new performance work. She digs into 
black American Southern traditions and from that 
vantage point brings forth ideas on race, class, gen- 
der, identity, spirituality, and desire. Pillsbury House 
Theatre is known for its innovative experimental 
work. 

Pillsbury House + Theatre 
www.pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


TURANDOT 


APRIL 13 - 21, 2013 
MINNESOTA OPERA 


Did you know that Minnesota Opera is a global 
player in the opera world with three towering world 
premieres in recent years? They also do the classics 
right and with Giacomo Puccini's Turandot, you can 
expect the best. The proud princess Turandot makes 
life pure hell for her suitors, and | mean hell! 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
www.mnopera.org 

J.T. 


TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 


APRIL 4 - 14, 2013 
PARK SQUARE THEATRE 


Christopher Sergel adapted Harper Lee's novel for 
the stage. It still looms as a quintessential examina- 
tion of how bigoted social values and the justice 
system bring about misery. The hysteria surrounding 
a black man falsely accused of rape still astonishes. 
Featuring Fred Wagner and Payton J. Woodson. 

Park Square Theatre 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 
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more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


3800 Nicollet Ave * 612.823.4790 


Check out our 
New Gluten Free Menu 


Jakeenos.com/Lavender 
Lunch & Dinner 


(ы ^ 
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Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


fL» 


Book by CRAIG LUCAS 
Music & Lyrics by ADAM GUETTEL 
Directed by PETER ROTHSTEIN 


NA MARCH 14 - APRIL 7 
. ORDWAY MCKNIGHT THEATRE 
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THIS SIDE OF PARADISE | | author P. L. Travers would have 
APRIL 20 - MAY 19, 2013 | | preferred this to the film which 
HISTORY THEATRE | ` she thought was too cute. 

St. Paul's original 'It' couple - F. | i. Orpheum Theatre 

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald -are | | www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
reflected on as figures of the | | ST 


proverbial '20s Jazz Age. Will | | 

Pomerantz and Nancy Harrow | 35 | 
wrote the book. Music and lyr- | em | 

ics by Harrow. Catch it before | екен неке текке тент келет | 

the film release of The Great | 


Gatsby later this year. | MARY POPPINS 
History Theatre А | APRIL 23 - APRIL 28, 2013 
em istorytheatre.com | HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


i Visionary choreographer Mat- 

| thew Bourne is what makes 
| this re-imagining of the classic 

| children's book so intriguing. 
Unlike the 1964 film, the stage 
version takes a darker view. You 
can't help but wonder if original 


J.S. 
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STICK FLY 


APRIL 26 - MAY 19, 2013 
PARK SQUARE THEATRE 


Playwright Lydia R. Diamond's 
smash hit examines a black 
family of means. Issues around 
class divisions come up when 
the two brothers bring home 
their girlfriends to meet the 
parents. One of the take-away 
terms from the show is 'mela- 
nin-challenged.' OBIE-winner 
Marion McClinton directs. 


J.T. 


Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


A.L. 


J.S. 


TREASURE ISLAND 


APRIL 26 - MAY 19, 2013 
THEATRE IN THE ROUND PLAYERS 


Young Jim Hawkins versus Long 
John Silver. Robert Louis Ste- 
venson's classic adventure story 


has been adapted for stage by 
Ken Ludwig (Lend Me a Tenon). 
If you were a boy growing up in 
the US or the British Common- 
wealth before 1970 this was a 
standard. 


Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 


J.T. 


= 3 
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THE PRIMROSE PATH 


APRIL 27 - JUNE 15, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 


Playwright Crispin Whittell has 
adapted lvan Turgenev's novel 
and will be staged by the sure 
hand of director Roger Rees. 
Those who love the plays of An- 
ton Chekhov and Maxim Gorky 
are apt to find The Primrose 
Path right up their alley. And 
the Guthrie has a longstand- 
ing tradition of excellence with 
Russian-based plays. 

Guthrie Theater's Wurtele Thrust 
Stage 

www.guthrietheater.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


ALICE IN WONDERLAND 


APRIL 30 - JUNE 15, 2013 
CHILDREN'S THEATRE COMPANY 


Mad Hatters, Crazy Tea Partyers, 
the Cheshire Cat with a constant 
grin, and a tyrannical queen 

who chops off heads willy-nilly. 
Such is the surreal world of 

Lewis Carroll, whose story of 

the girl who goes through the 
looking glass and down the rab- 

bit hole unleashed the modern 
imagination. 

Children's Theatre Company | 
www.childrenstheatre.org 15. 
ЖТ. | 


THE SCHUBERT CLUB 130TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA- 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


TORY CONCERT FEATURING 
JESSYE NORMAN 


APRIL 30, 2013 
THE SCHUBERT CLUB 


Minnesota's oldest arts orga- 
nization is now an astounding 
century plus three decades old! 
Soprano Jessye Norman is fea- 
tured at this celebratory concert. 
Indeed, this is an event that 
should make us all seriously 
reflect on just how important 
the Twin Cities' extraordinary 
historical support for arts has 
made the quality of life here 
superior. 

Ordway Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts 

www.schubert.org 

J.T. 


roast (~ | 


Wine bar ¢ 30 
HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM e 


Br PRICE BOTTLE OF WINE 


r' [excludes glass pours] 
| à 


1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
209 ПЕК GLASSES Marla Gë, Chicken - 


VOTED iw, WINE BAR BY Одан Лай йене, 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! E 
612.333.4305 уу 
415N. 1 аг ST. - MINNEAPOLIS OWA DAs WS SAWIWIWA neum cu COM! 
Hours: Ти-Тн & SUN. 5-1 1PM 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT Paradise... It doesn’t get better than this! 


5 * Twin Cities 
Ж Gay Men's Chorus 


** presents 


VEDNESDNY 


| LOBSTER TAILS. —50¢ WINGS ~ 


TM 


CHICKEN & RIBS $19 


and the area premiere of Stephen Schwartz 
Testimony 


It Gets Amazing will feature composer Stephen Schwartz's (Wicked, Godspell) new work Testimony, composed 
for the GLBT choral movement and based on texts from the /t Gets Better Project. 
In Act Il, TCGMC proudly revisits Tomie dePaola’s Oliver Button is a Sissy, the heartwarming story about a 


boy who likes to sing and dance rather than play sports. It will remind you how far we’ve come and how far 


KITC H F N & В AR we have yet to go to embrace our differences and truly make it better. 


TCGMC.org Join the conversation: Ei ШТІ ІШЕ 


www.LorincKircHEN.com * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
Illustration copyright 1979 by Tomie dePaola. Reproduced arrangement with Harcourt, Inc. All rights reserved 
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ZENON DANCE COMPANY 

MAY 3 - 5, 10 - 12, 2013 

ZENON DANCE COMPANY 

A truly great dance company that integrates jazz and 
modern dance with resplendent power and sensuality. 
Enjoy reprised pieces by such great choreographers 
as Wynn Fricke, Danny Buraczeski, and Daniel Charon. 
Then there's new tango work from Mariusz Olszewski 
and modern from Netta Yerushalmy. 

The Cowles Center for Dance & the Performing Arts 
www.zenondance.org 


AN ILIAD 

MAY 4 - MAY 26, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 
Ben McGovern directs Stephen Yoakam in Homer's 
Trojan War epic of the siege of Troy by the Greeks. Lisa 
Peterson and Dennis O'Hare did the adaptation and Yo- 
akam blew audiences away a few years back in another 
Guthrie Greek affair, The Burial at Thebes. McGovern is 
a champion of innovative staging. 
Guthrie Theater's Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 


RESTAURANT 


GARDENS OF SALONICA 

Close in proximity and cuisine to a Greek play at the 
Gardens of Salonica is a must-have for your Nord 
Minneapolis dining guide. The most succulent là 
l've ever had--not to mention the light, flaky, sav 
boughatsa--bring me back to Gardens on a regula 
Bechamel-laced pasta in the tall Pastitsio square leaves a full 
stomach and a happy grin. Take some Baklava to go and get 
thee to the Guthrie. 

www.gardensofsalonica.com 


PILOBOLUS 

MAY 4, 2013 

ORDWAY 

Contortions, imaginative interlocking and interconnect- 
ing of human bodies, and defiance of laws of gravity 
make Pilobolus one of modern dance history's most 
entertaining, beguiling, and witty dance troupes. To 
watch them live is to enter into the vast and wonderful 
possibilities of living within the human organism. 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 

www.ordway.org 


RESTAURANT 


TRAVAIL KITCHEN & AMUSEMENTS 

One look at the colorful contortionist dancers in Pilobolus 
and | called out "Travail" like | was taking a Rorschach Test. 
The nationally known restaurant in Robbinsdale is food | 
artistry that tastes like dance. Small sculptures on а plate (or | Pilobolus. 
whatever vessel of choice), the food is worth getting yourself ` Photo by John Kane 
to Travail early on Saturday evening in May to delight your | " 
senses prior to dancing across the metro to the Ordway in 
time for the curtain. Game on. 
www.facebook.com/Travailkitchen 


34 | LAVENDER | MARCH 7-20, 2013 


Go Shinny Dipping for 
a chance to party 
— — with ъъ» — 


HEALTHY JUST GOT 


A WILD SIDE. 


NEW SKINNY DIPPING 
MENU UNDER 
700 CALORIES 


JANUARY - MARCH 2013 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 


Try our new Skinny Dipping menu and «$; 


$1 ОН АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails — find out how you can enter for a chance The 
$5 Off All Buckets O’ Beer 4 а to win a trip to Miami to party with Melting Pot : 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm Pitbull at The Melting Pot.* — 

1 a fondue restaurant 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour | 
on Monday & Tuesdays! ў e 
Sie ООЛ Хом Energy Center events wy "ас RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED * MELTINGPOT.COM 


(612) 338-9900 * MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402 


*No purchase necessary. See store for details: 


ы т 
(Gs (t he Xusl reng Genen & Tho Oo Y WA 
E eet it eo 1 Get em, VINI5102:1 651722213100, 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


ж 


- 4 So РЕР Ж 
pc ЖА” ы Ee Ai 


Los, GREEN BEER жа 


BRUNCH IRISH WHISKEY simpLy Beyond the ordinary." 


E Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
em AM PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
CAR BOMBS AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
$ For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
21 f EAT • DRINK • BE HAPPY www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
ШЕР а Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


Copyright © 2013 BL Restaurant Operations, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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ANYTHING GOES 

MAY 7 - 12, 2013 

ORDWAY 

Roundabout Theatre brings us the 2011 Tony 
winner for Best Revival. The singing sailors 
give away composer Cole Porter's gay sensi- 
bility. Revel in such golden tunes as "You're 
the Top," "Blow, Gabriel Blow," and "I Get a 
Kick Out of You." 

Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
www.ordway.org 

JIT 


FIERCE/FEMININE: DANCE BY WOMEN 
CHOREOGRAPHERS 


MAY 16 - 19, 2013 

MINNESOTA DANCE THEATRE 

The dance work of Emery LeCrone and 
Loyce Houlton is celebrated by the state's 
historically foremost dance troupe. The late 
Houlton actually founded the company and 
her daughter Lise now is at its helm. During 
Lise's tenure it has not only stayed attuned 
to the times but has continually dazzled 
audiences. 

The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

www.mndance.org 

J.T. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


ROCK OF AGES 


MAY 17 - MAY 19, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


Classic rock tunes of the 1980s are the 
connecting thread of this joyously celebra- 
tive jukebox musical. A Hollywood busboy 
named Drew rages against the machine. 
You'll hear the likes of "Hit Me With Your Best 
Shot," "We Built This City," and "We're Not 
Gonna Take It." 

Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

ЛЕ 
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CAROL 
BURNETT 


MAY 17, 2013 
HENNEPIN 
THEATRE 
TRUST 


She is THE 
| bona fide 
/ Queen of 
/ Comedy! 
Á And she will 
ж. 
take your 
questions at this special event. But bear 
in mind, Burnett is also a great actress. 
Remember that Friendly Fire won four 
Emmy awards. Some splendid movies: 
A Wedding, Pete 'n' Tillie, The Four 
Seasons. Oh, and her Broadway stage 
turn in Moon Over Buffalo. 
State Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
әл. 


SUNSET BOULEVARD 


MAY 21 - JUNE 23, 2013 
MINNEAPOLIS MUSICAL THEATRE 
& HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


Andrew Lloyd Webber's under- 
rated musical adaptation of 
the iconic 1950 Billy Wilder 
film will surely benefit from a 
more modest staging than the 
over-produced Broadway run of 
yesteryear. A simpler approach 
will likely bring out the nuance. 
And some of the tunes are 
riveting. 

New Century Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


IN THE REST ROOM AT 
ROSENBLOOMS 


MAY 31 - JUNE 23, 2013 

THEATRE IN THE ROUND PLAYERS 
Ludmilla Bollow's play has 
proved to be very popular. 

It'S set in an old-fashioned 
women's restroom where there 
is a sitting area to ‘powder your 
nose.' Three senior citizens 
who have bonded there over 
the years are presented with a 
serious problem. Some great 
roles for older women. 

Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 


RESTAURANT 


THE OAK GRILL 

Sadly, we've lost the sister 
restaurant in the River Room, but 
one Dayton's (sigh, fine--Macy's) 
restaurant remains in downtown 
Minneapolis. The Oak Grill harkens 
back to another era, with the faux 
fireplace and their wonderfully airy 
popovers. Order their famous pot 
pie topped with buttery puff pastry 
and catch a glimpse of the glory of 
the old department store days. 


E> [ By John Townsend | 
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Sunset Boulevard. 
Photo by Laurie Etchen 


CLYBOURNE PARK 


JUNE 1 - AUGUST 4, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 


Winner of both the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama and Tony Award 
for Best Play. Playwright Bruce 
Norris creates a counterpoint to 
Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin 
in the Sun where the white and 
black race roles are turned on 
their head. Issues of class and 
race take center stage. 

Guthrie Theater's McGuire 
Proscenium Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 


J.T. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES AND 
THE ADVENTURE OF THE 
SUICIDE CLUB 


JUNE 7 - JULY 14, 2013 
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PARK SQUARE THEATRE 
Minnesota's celebrated play- 
wright Jeffrey Hatcher (Compleat 
Female Stage Beauty) combines 
characters from the famous mys- 
teries of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
and Robert Louis Stevenson's The 
Suicide Adventure Club detective 
stories. Both Hatcher and director 
David Mann have notable track 
records for shows with historical 
style and edified imagination. 
Park Square Theatre 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

21. 
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BUDDY - THE BUDDY HOLLY 
STORY 


JUNE 11 - 16, 2013 
ORDWAY 


The last three years of rock and 
roll's favorite son. From Lubbock, 
Texas to the Nor Va Jak studio 

in Clovis, New Mexico, where Vi 


Petty plays the little piano to help 
create Every Day, to the plane 
crash in Clear Lake, lowa, Buddy 
is lovingly remembered. 

Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

www.ordway.org 

J.T. 


WAR HORSE 


JUNE 12 - 23, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


It's always a special event when 
Hennepin Theatre Trust brings in 
a Tony-winning Best Play produc- 
tion. And, in this case, also the 
Olivier winner for Best New Play. 
Handspring Puppet Company 
contributes to the story of a plow 
horse sold to the military. A 
distinctly theatrical work. 
Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Sur 
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URINETOWN THE MUSICAL 


JUNE 7 - AUGUST 4, 2013 
THE JUNGLE THEATER 


This musical is one of the 
surprising newer classics that 
one would have never thought 
would ever be mainstream. But 
its satirical take on the politics 
of water is viscerally in touch 
with our time. Water supplies the 
world over are being depleted, 
even in our land of 10,000 Lakes! 
The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 


THE MIKADO 


JUNE 15 - 23, 2013 
MU PERFORMING ARTS 


Gilbert and Sullivan's classic 
takes us back to a time and 
mentality when flirting was 
punishable by death. Gilbert and 
Sullivan are often chastised by 
Asian-sensitive scholars so it will 
be interesting to see how the 
region's preeminent Asian-Amer- 
ican theater handles it. 


E.M. Pearson Theatre, Concordia 
University 
www.muperformingarts.org 

JIT: 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


J.S. 


WHEN A MAN LOVES A DIVA 


JUNE 21 & 22, 2013 
CHANHASSEN 


The gifted music director, 
Sanford Moore, is at the helm of 
this exceedingly popular tribute 
to great female pop singers 

like Cher and Tina Turner. Dane 
Stauffer, Julius Collins, and Ben 
Bakke always roused audiences 


at the show's earlier incarnations 
at The Lab. So, odds are, the 
same will happen at Chan! 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
www.chanhassentheatres.com 

J.T. 


IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A 
COOKIE 


JUNE 21 - JULY 21, 2013 
CHILDREN'S THEATRE COMPANY 


A mere mouse creates utter 
chaos with cookie crumbs and 
dust bunnies. Laura Numeroff's 
beloved picture book has been 
adapted for the stage by Jody 
Davidson. The globally acclaimed 
Children's Theatre Company of 
Minneapolis has a magical way 
of making productions that are 
both pictorial and well acted. 
Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

Jar 


RESTAURANT PAIRING 


| RESTAURANT PAIRING 
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PSST! 


JUNE 21 - 23, 2013 
OFF-LEASH AREA 


This remarkable physical theatre 

is now inspired by ragtime, Betty 
Boop-style animation, and the 
expressionistic silent film craft of 
director Fritz Lang's Metropolis. 
Off-Leash's /уап the Drunk was 
named Lavender's Best Produc- 

tion in 2009. 

The Cowles Center for Dance &the | 
Performing Arts EM ШЕ 
www.offleasharea.org | 
J.T. 
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BLACK LABEL MOVEMENT 


JUNE 28 - 30, 2013 
BLACK LABEL MOVEMENT 


You won't find a more rigorous 
and aggressive style among any 
dance troupe in the region--and 
perhaps the nation--than Black 
Label Movement. If you have 
sports freak friends who would 
never attend a dance concert, 
make them see this and they will 
be converted. 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 
www.blacklabelmovement.com 


J.T. 
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APPOINTMENT WITH DEATH 


JULY 5 - 28, 2013 
THEATRE IN THE ROUND PLAYERS 


You can't miss with an Agatha 
Christie murder. At a Jerusalem 
hotel a nasty American woman 
with disabilities and a sadistic 
tendency triggers the murderous 
impulse in a variety of characters 
including a shrink and a Member 
of Parliament, as well as some of 


her own relatives. 
Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 
JIT 


BORN YESTERDAY 


JULY 6 - AUGUST 31, 2013 
GUTHRIE THEATER 


Playwright Garson Kanin's 1946 
classic involves a corrupt busi- 
nessman and his showgirl mis- 
tress who come to Washington, 
D.C. When he hires a journalist to 
educate and refine her, revela- 
tions about shady plans between 
business and Congress make for 
serious comedy. 

Guthrie Theater's Wurtele Thrust 
Stage 

www.guthrietheater.org 

Jar 


LES MISERABLES 


JULY 30 - AUGUST 4, 2013 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


You saw the movie but you really 
need to see it on stage in full 
regalia to fully fathom just what 
glorious work this adaptation 

of Victor Hugo's novel is. Its 
penetrating themes of injustice, 
the degradation of poverty, and 
the passage of time will stay with 
you. The music soars. 

Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

JT 
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Free Ignition System Cleaning with Paid Tune-Up 


Regular maintenance is a must 
for any home heating or cooling system. 
Equipment manufacturers recommend 
professional maintenance at least once a 
season. Our 16-point Tune-up will ensure your 
equipment runs better, lasts longer, breaks 
down less often, and costs less to operate. 


763.383.8383 


www.tcomfort.com 
re = | тоты 
= 
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І have been trying ZG 
lo get a look at your Б 


equipment for months 


| Ў ) [ ; AND JANET SURREY 


è ee IN ү ' 
ых » Кү DIRECTED BY MICHAEL ROBINS 


| | E BY STEPHEN BERGMAN 
| 
| 


Бе 
| » 3 | ж TLA, A universal human story 
| e 2 s N 4 ; à | is of the dangers of isolation 
ә Ce k == | P л. апа the healing power of 
NT RC VA - 2 bi ` d fellowship, Bill W. & Dr. Bob 
\ E | Сы ы ; р, 
А. ГЕ WSs H c C is told with passion, humor, 


2 2 .= 5х t 
[ һ СОМ ( | à > һау and authenticity. This is the 
! ж | amazing and often amusing 
| account of the two men 
| 1 | who pioneered Alcoholics 
| ve | є ILLUSION Anonymous, as well as the 
| | 7 ТНЕАТЕЕ story of their wives, who 
| | ean March 8-30, 2013 founded al Anon. 


| illusiontheater.org 


| | This work does not imply affiliation with nor approval or endorsement from Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 
t m 


Hennepin & West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


170002105. 


“RADOR 


Real College Radio 


Bielenberg “ Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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ARTS | Kathleen Watson 


LOCAL DESIGNER GREG WALSH FEATURED 
AT AMERICAN CRAFT COUNCIL SHOW 


THIS YEAR'S American Craft Council 
Show will feature Minneapolis designer Greg 
Walsh in its collaborative exhibit entitled 
"Make Room." Walsh's work with Walsh De- 
sign Group and LD. inside design has made 
him well known as a superior contemporary 
designer. Walsh and his partner also own mar- 
tinpatrick3, a modern and classic men's store, 
which has made him a household name. 

Walsh enjoys the varying styles of the 
broad client base he gets to work with 
through Walsh Design Group, a full ser- 
vice interior design business which focuses 
mostly on residential spaces. He says, "The 
fun of the job is that you're always interpret- 
ing someone's style and creating something 
thats like theirs. We subscribe to doing 
things that aren't trend-chasing. Things that 
have more longevity...things that might be 
familiar, yet updated. Things that are more 
real and less fantastical." 

LD. inside design focuses on selling 
home furnishings and decor from all around 
the world. The store also features Ligne Ro- 
set products, an exceptional line of modern 
designer furniture. LD inside design gave 
way to martinpatrick3, a menswear store 
that offers the finest clothing, accessories, 
grooming products and more-everything 
the classy modern man could want. 

Тһе *Make Room" exhibit at the Ameri- 
can Craft Council Show challenged design- 
ers to incorporate several pieces created by 
craft artisans into their designs in order to 
allow visitors to get ideas for how to incorpo- 
rate their own pieces into their living spaces. 
Walsh was paired with Donna D'Aquino 
(Metal Artist), Carol Sobieniak (Fiber Art- 
ist), and Scott McGlasson (Furniture Artist 
from Minneapolis) to create a unique living 
room design. Walsh describes his design 
as modern and organic. He states, “Paired 
with simple, modern Ligne Roset furniture, 
the sculptural delineated lines of Donna 
D'Aquino's pieces dance gracefully with 
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Scott McGlasson's solid, elegant furniture. 
All are grounded by the geometric organic 
elements of Carol Sobieniak's rug; the space 
is a modern yet approachable balance of ma- 
terials and lines." 

See Walsh's *Make Room" design and 
more at the American Craft Council Show 
in Saint Paul, April 19-21. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.craftcouncil.org. O 
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ARTS | Kathleen Watson 


She Rock She Rock: 
Music and Empowerment 


IF YOU’VE always wanted to pick up an 
instrument and rock out like a pro, now’s 
your chance! She Rock She Rock, a non-prof- 
it organization that focuses on uniting and 
empowering women and gender non-con- 
forming people through music, is hosting 
its annual Ladies Rock Camp from April 5-7. 
Ladies Rock Camp gives people the opportu- 
nity to learn an instrument, form a band, and 
prepare for their first performance in three 
days, all while encouraging positive self- 
image and fellowship in a creative environ- 
ment. Ladies Rock Camp is a one-of-a-kind 
experience for people interested in explor- 
ing their musical sides. Assistant Program 
Director Vanessa Bray believes, “Playing an 
instrument can increase social skills in situ- 
ations such as a band setting where people 


learn to cooperate and listen to other musi- 
cians in order to create music together. Feel- 
ing confident in one’s abilities to work well 
with others is an essential part not only in 
music but in every day life. Learning to play 
an instrument takes patience and persever- 
ance.” Bray adds, “When people see the re- 
sults of the effort they have put in, they feel 
a sense of pride and their confidence in their 
abilities increases. Playing an instrument 
also fosters self-expression by giving people 
an outlet for their voices to be heard." 
Ladies Rock Camp is open to all individu- 
als who identify as female, trans, or gender 
non-conforming because these groups of 
people are often marginalized by the mu- 
sic industry and society as a whole. Bray 
notes, “Because of this, we provide a safe, 


Rock band Missing Peace 
members: Jennifer Strick, Kris 
Warholm, Jennifer Volkman, HB 
Bachuber, and Lisa Whitney. Photo 
courtesy of She Rock She Rock 


non-judgmental environment for people of 
all backgrounds to be themselves and feel 
empowered through music and fellowship." 

A typical day at Ladies Rock Camp in- 
cludes music lessons taught by professional 
gigging musicians in the Twin Cities, work- 
shops, band rehearsals, and time for social- 
izing. Participants have a final public perfor- 
mance at Bunkers Music Bar and Hall where 
they can showcase their new skills. 

Ladies Rock Camp is open to all people 
(ages 19+) who identify as female, trans, or 
gender non-conforming. All instruments are 
provided, and all levels of musical experi- 
ence are welcome. Cost per participant is 
5295, and financial assistance options аге 
available. For more information, visit www. 
girlsrocknrollretreat.com/ladiescamp.cfm.O 
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Tennessee State Capitol, located in Nashville. Photo courtsey of istockphoto.com 


MY NEW KENTUCKY HOME 


Dm in George Clooney’s bed. 

Alas, he’s not. But it’s the room he chooses 
in the French Quarter Inn when he returns to 
Maysville, Kentucky for movie premieres and to 
remember his Aunt Rosemary (whose film also 
premiered here). She’s got as mural to herself on 
the grand series portraying the town’s history, in- 
cluding a visit by Lafayette, that graces the flood- 
walls keeping the Ohio River at bay. 

Maysville (pop. 9,500), founded in 1784, is 
a photo-ready town of brick sidewalks, pillared 
churches and facades that evoke a kinder, gen- 
tler era. But its prime lure is its people. Take Judy 
and Ron, for instance. They run Magee’s Bakery, 
where George shows up to order those famous 
transparent tarts. (Magee’s also supplied the 
tarts—"a poor man’s pecan pie without the nuts 
апа Bourbon"—for Rosemary’s wedding. Also 
for Bob Hope. And Barbara Walters.) 

Ron coaches me in working the dough press, 
then fills my plate with Southern staples: feathery 
biscuits and sturdier beaten biscuits, piled with 
country ham; scones, rhubarb sauce, local honey, 
homemade jam. “We're all about fun here,” ex- 


claims Judy as she pours my third cup of coffee. 

Nona likes her fun, too—the smile that lights 
her grandmotherly face is your first clue—but 
she’s also all about making it happen. Nona is the 
doyenne of the National Underground Railroad 
Museum, occupying a former safe house with 
its below-ground sanctuary for escaping slaves 
before the midnight trip to freedom across the 
Ohio River. She’s faced her share of racial preju- 
dice, she allows: “The road isn’t always smooth, 
but you just walk around the puddles.” By a good 
cop/bad cop process of sweet talk and shaming, 
she’s strong-armed artifacts into the museum’s 
domain, from a freed-slave preacher’s black coat 
to a tobacco press invented by the first African- 
Americqn to win a patent. Shackles are on view. 
So is the Slave Boy statue, whose lit lantern was 
the sign of a safe house to store the “hams” (code- 
speak for “fugitives”). 

The Kentucky Gateway Museum shares 
more early history, and serves as home for Kay 
Browning’s amazing collection of miniature 
rooms, mostly built to 1/12 scale of the origi- 
nals—meaning candelabra the size of a dime 


with their teardrop light bulbs and forks as small 
as an eyelash. Kay opened her collection to view 
in 2004, explaining, “These things have to be 
seen!”—including replicas of Maysville’s drug- 
store, complete with Cokes at the soda fountain. 

We break for lunch at Chandler’s, the dining 
destination for everyone from bank execs to con- 
struction crews, celebrating Kentucky icons like 
smothered chicken, country ham, and the Hot 
Brown. Га enjoyed that Kentucky staple at De- 
Sha’s the night before: an open-faced sandwich 
loaded with country ham, turkey, tomatoes and 
bacon under a blanket of cheese sauce. 

With it I sipped a Bourbon (any other spirit is 
probably illegal within state lines) from Pogue, 
which prompted a visit to its Maysville distillery, 
founded in 1876, in brand-new digs since 2012. 
Young John Pogue orchestrates a tasting of its 
twin claims: Limestone Landing, a clear whiskey 
of malted rye, and Old Pogue, a smooth, smoky 
sip aged seven years. 

Maysville’s “suburb,” Old Washington—a vil- 
lage since 1792—is a living architectural/histori- 
cal survey, from a log cabin housing 13 kids to 
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the brick church of 1845, where slaves climbed 
an outside ladder to separate-but-unequal loft 
seating (indeed, the slave market was held on the 
nearby courthouse lawn). 

History peels back even earlier at Blue Lick 
Battlefield State Park, where we over-nighted 
after surveying the only Revolutionary Army 
battlefield in Kentucky (reenactments every Au- 
gust)—an unfortunate skirmish in which Daniel 
Boone took part. Mike, the park's director, fills 
me in on East vs. West in his home state: “West- 
ern Kentucky has a laid back, Southern attitude, 
while Eastern Kentucky is all about clan and fam- 
ily, a great work ethic," he explains as we dine on 
catfish and Derby pie. Mark Twain had his own 
way of typecasting the state: “I hope I'm in Ken- 
tucky when the world ends, because Kentucky's 
always ten years behind." 

He may have had Sam's in mind. That's the 
classic truck stop en route to Lexington, where 
we breakfasted on eggs, bacon (or choose sau- 
sage, country ham, city ham, or fried bologna), 
grits and biscuits slathered in white gravy. 

Lexington is horse country, no doubt about it. 
It's blanketed by white fences slicing the rolling 
bluegrass of horse farms, 450 of them, anchored 
by barns that put many a mansion to shame. 
In fact, we brake for one called Old Friends, 
launched by a couple of Boston ex-pats with the 
quixotic mission of saving thoroughbreds from 
the glue factory—in other words, a retirement 
home for champs such as Little Silver Charmer, 
age 25, pulled off the slaughter truck, and After- 
noon Delight, owned by Burt Bacharach, along 
with 48 others onsite, who canter our way as soon 
as they spot the pail of carrots. 

We then tour Keeneland Race Course, where 
fans flock to watch training sessions and races, 
such as April's prep race for the Derby. Its break- 
fast café draws everyone from racing moguls to 
us wide-eyed voyeurs. 

Save room for lunch at Lexington's new hot 
spot, Shakespeare and Co.—despite the grand 
Elizabethan name, it's decorated like a Middle- 
Eastern bordello. Um—why? Because it's the 
replica of the same-named bistro in Dubai, whose 
sheik also owns three horse farms here. Maybe 
it’s those watermelon martinis.... 

Lexington itself is all about its favorite son, 
the politician Henry Clay—senator, Secretary of 
State and Presidential candidate. He’s also called 
The Great Compromiser—maybe because on his 
stately home, Ashland, which we tour, he owned 
50 slaves, yet spoke out for Emancipation. Union 
troops were stationed here, and the Battle of Ash- 
land was fought on his front lawn. 

More of Clay in Lexington’s historic district: 
his office, his church, his alma mater. They cir- 
cle Gratz Park, which reminds me of an enclave 
of Old Boston: brick houses, walled gardens, a 
monumental Carnegie Library anchoring one 
end and at the other, the campus of Transylvania 
University, whose students included Jefferson 
Davis and Cassius Clay. 


(Clockwise from top left) Lexington's historic Gratz Park Boasts; Magee's Bakery; Log Cabin-Old Washington, Ky; Main 


Street, Frankfort, Ky. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


Gratz Inn is home to Jonathan’s, so named for 
its forward chef, who reinvents Kentucky’s cabin 
cooking: Think Bourbon-braised short ribs with 
collard greens; the best shrimp and grits of my 
lifetime; and the Hot Brown deconstructed into 
sliders anchored by a sea scallop, all backed by a 
list of Bourbons that just doesn’t quit. 

On to Frankfort, the capitol, where yet anoth- 
er version of the Hot Brown is on offer at Serafi- 
ni’s, facing the stately, white-columned Old State 
Capitol. Don’t miss the sweet tea-marinated pork 
chop with sweet potato-Brussels sprouts-and- 
bacon hash, or the balsamic-kissed fried green 
tomatoes with bacon jam. 

Art galleries blossom alongside Serafini's, 
but the most popular art form is found at Buf- 
falo Trace, tracing the path of a grain of corn to a 
sip of Bourbon since 1787. After a tour, we get to 
taste: Eagle Rare, a rye-based 10-year-old single- 
barrel Bourbon, and the flagship Buffalo Trace, 
a small-batch Bourbon aged over eight years. 
'Thatll assure sweet dreams, as if I needed апу 
such prod at the antiques-laden Meeting House 
B&B and cafe, which Rose and Gary, more Bos- 
ton transplants, have updated an abode of 1836 
(“Му dream, his nightmare," Rose admits, fueled 
by the 450 gallons of paint involved in the trans- 
formation). 

Plan your visit at www.kentuckytourism.com, 
800-225-8747. 


SIDE BAR 


GAY LEX 

"Live and let live is the mantra 
here," says James Clark, who 
runs LEXARTS-hired in part, 

he claims, because he's gay 

and diversity is welcomed here. 
Maybe because of the arts, 
maybe the colleges, whatever, it's 
"a safe haven, all fagged up," he 
declares. "We have a gay mayor, 
and our Pride Parade is shock- 
ingly large." 

The Bar Complex-the oldest gay 
bar in the South, with dancing, 
drag shows and lounge under 
one roof, designed by the team 
behind Studio 54 

Pulse Nightlife: cozy bar 
Soundbar: hip video lounge 
Crossings: drinks specials while 
you boogie 

Pride: www.lexpridefest.org 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


KWANZA JONES SUPERCHARGED 

Jones declares herself to be a "gladiator in a thong" at the top of her 
third album. While that sounds both painful and impractical, the 
vibe continues throughout the bouncy, dance-floor packing album 
that follows. There's more than a slight Gaga-ish influence running 
through the album, even down to an education (in her case Princ- 
eton) that indicates that there might be something more behind 
tracks like "Turn it Up" and *Shatterproof." Except, there doesn't 
really seem to be much beyond the image. Sure, Jones has her 
charms (“Т-Е-А-С-Н-Е-Е? is a particularly hot tune), but this brief al- 
bum runs out of gas long before track 10. There's too much visible 
in her effort to be edgy that drains a lot of fun out of the album. 


THE JOY FORMIDABLE WOLF'S LAW 

It hasn't taken long for this Welsh trio to rise to the top of the indie rock world. They aren't 
afraid of big emotions or a big sound - two pieces that sometimes get lost in the more detached rock 
music of recent years. А lot of this comes down to lead singer Ritzy Brian, whose vocals serve as a 
calm center amid the musical storm that surrounds her voice. A lot of my favorite music from the 
"alternative" era, from Sonic Youth to My Bloody Valentine, played in this territory and it is great 
to hear that it still lives. The band can play it tuneful (opener "The Ladder is Ours"), moody ("Silent 
Treatment”) or flat out rocking (check out the raging guitars - also from Brian - on “Maw Maw 
Song"). 


TEGAN AND SARA HEARTTHROB 

It's been four long years since Tegan and Sara last collaborated on an album, but it was worth 
the wait. Our favorite gay, identical-twin Canadian singer-songwriters haven't missed a beat during 
the time away from the recording studio, crafting an album that is as fresh and bright as their best 
work. The duo has always been about pairings - their two (naturally) similar voices, their guitars 
and keyboards - that build into their distinct sound. There are plenty of relationship songs here, 
examining the good, the bad and the painful of two people getting together. Bouncy pop like "I 
Couldn't Be Your Friend" mesh nicely with moodier tunes like "Shock to Your System," creating an 
engaging, fulfilling whole. 


NEW STANDARDS SUNDAY MORNING COMING DOWN 

The New Standards approach - minimal, jazzy editions of pop and rock favorites - could be 
so precious as to be off-putting, but the trio pulls it off via their incredible musicianship and genuine 
love of the songs they tackle. These aren't ironic lounge interpretations but heartfelt versions of 
familiar tunes that uncover new layers of the originals. Chan Poling, John Munson, and Steve Roehm 
not only have their considerable backgrounds to draw on, but they also have half a dozen years and 
a trio of albums under their belts, giving the latest collection an extra layer of confidence. They find 
the depths in everything they touch here, from the Arcade Fire to Neil Young to the Talking Heads, 
and even breathe life into Harry Nilsson's overplayed “One.” 0 
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BIG 


GA 
NEWS 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


T 


Log on BigGayNews.com 


Y 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


Е 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


px 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. BIGGAYNEWS.COM 


MARCH SPECIAL NIGHTS: 


The Sparkle Show: The other other Mary 
Mary Malone A TiNea emcee the show March 9" © 9:30pm 
(need we say more...) 


"Unbind Andre" A 


it show-emcee Shamika - March 224 9:30pm 
"Mercedes, Sasha, Ethan, Geneva, Anita 


CHECK DAILY HAPPENINGS AT TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
OR TOWN HOUSE BAR ON FACEBOOK 

1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL 

e + | MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL * 651-646-7087 


Always A Good Time * Never A Cover Charge 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR 


Singles Pool 
- TOURNAMENT 


Sunday, March 17 * 4 PM 


D 


Your BARTENDER 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 EH ЕЛ "like" us on 


19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 e www.19bar.itgo.com uj facebook 


LavenderMagazine.com | 47 


BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


SALOON ceesruary 24 


IS f 


TOWN HOUSE FEBRUARY 24 


m (оў, 
e» 
416 5 Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, RES ~ 
YE 5 FRIENDS OF C UNITY MAP: M 
ВАТ Т LE WHEN YOU Ж ТЕТІН ` IT, FOC C IT! 
MARCH 16, 2015 mu  — ж» dum 


ы; 


House Lift Remodeler 
We are a premier remodeler of Twin Cities 
homes with a reputation for quality construction, 
customer satisfaction and trust. Update the old, 


le Ў aai) 


DJ’s: PF Chang, Nocturne, Palladium, 


Tommy Paige & more build an addition, or remodel the entire house. 
4330 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis,MN 55409 
612-821-1100 
www.houseliftinc.com 


DJ's Looking to compete in the next 
batülebring a CD to this event. 


The DJ Battle is in the Annex 


7612.333.7755 
408 S. Hennepin Ave * MPLS, MN 55401 е GAY90S.COM 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Kyle Truss is Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2013 


KYLE TRUSS and Tommy Rosengren 
were the two competitors in this year’s Mr. 
Twin Cities Leather contest weekend, with 
Truss being awarded the title and sash. 
Twin Cities Leather, the new leather-and- 
gear store in Minneapolis, presented a week- 
end-long slate of events in connection with 
this year’s contest. 

The weekend started Friday night, Feb. 
15, with a “Meet the Candidates” event fol- 
lowed by a Black Party. The main event, 
the Mr. Twin Cities Leather Contest, took 
place Saturday evening, Feb. 16. The contest 
was followed by “LeatherBOMB!” A Vic- 
tory Party” with DJ МЕ 

Sunday, Feb. 17 brought а Leather 
Brunch sponsored and prepared by Cuppa 
Java, followed by a victory beer bust. All 
events were held at The Saloon in Minneapo- 
lis, one of the weekend’s sponsors. 

Saturday night’s contest and show in- 
cluded judged segments in leather image, 
onstage question and answer, speech, and 
talent. In the onstage question-and-answer 
segment, Truss was asked by one judge, 
“What are you most afraid of?” His answer: 
“Tn all honesty— this, right now,” referring to 
being onstage before the crowd at the Saloon. 

Truss’ talent presentation combined a 
magic trick using a deck of cards with electri- 
cal torture featuring a big, industrial-strength, 
nasty-looking electrical switch. Rosen- 
gren’s talent portion was a demonstration of 
how to make the perfect banana split—using 
an accomplice’s bare chest as the serving 
vessel. To conclude his talent demonstra- 
tion, Rosengren invited members of the audi- 
ence to sample his ice-cream creation. 

Emcees for the weekend were Karri 
Plowman, one of the three co-owners of 
Twin Cities Leather, and Camille Collins. En- 
tertainment Friday and Saturday evenings 
was provided by Chanda Lehr. The entire 
weekend was dedicated to the memory of 
the late David Olaf Brown, a/k/a Danielle 
Charbonneau. 

Contest judges were Andrew Bertke, 
Atons of Minneapolis; Tynan Fox, Twin Cit- 
ies Leather; Tony Halverson, The Saloon; 


Sash brothers, left to right: Kyle Truss, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2013, and Ryan Brown, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2013. 
Photo by Steve Lenius 


Continued on page 52 
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Photos by Randy Stern 


WHAT EXACTLY is a four-door coupe? 

Before we look into that, we must under- 
stand what a coupe really is. Merriam-Web- 
ster defines a coupe as “а 2-door automobile 
often seating only two persons; also : one 
with a tight-spaced rear seat." 

Тһе idea of a coupe has stretched over 
time to include two seat sports cars to big 
luxury two-door barges. You could actually 
seat six or more people in one of the latter. 
In 1999, General Motors introduced a Saturn 
S-Series coupe with a third door. The trick is 
that the third door is hinged from the rear 
fender of the body. Then, both Saturn and 
Mazda introduced a pair of four-door coupes 
— again, both hinged at the rear of the body. 

Though the old Saturn Ion and Mazda 
RX-8 offer up variants of a four-door coupe, 
the entire concept gets even more compli- 
cated. A true four-door coupe denotes that 
the rear doors are to be hinged at the B-pillar 
- which would appear to be more of a tradi- 
tional sedan. The catch is the how the angle 
and height of the roof line is shaped in com- 
parison with the rest of the body. 


The distinction of being the first true four- 
door coupe goes to the 2005 Mercedes-Benz 
CLS-Class. Today, only two other brands of- 
fer a four-door coupe alongside Mercedes- 
Benz - BMW and Volkswagen. 

Volkswagen jumped into the four-door 
coupe fray in 2008 with its Passat CC. For 
all intents and purposes, the CC was essen- 
tially the sixth generation global Passat with 
a sexier body. The CC has been face-lifted 
for 2013 and continues to sit on top of Volk- 
swagen's North American car lineup - next 
to the big Touareg SUV. 

On the outside, the CC fits the four-door 
coupe mold. It has a very low-slung body 
with all of the current Volkswagen design 
elements. The giveaway of its Passat roots 
can be seen up front - the wide grille angled 
as a doppelganger for the mid-sized sedan it 
shares its DNA with. 

One would argue that the CC is much 
more handsome than its Tennessee-built 
cousin. There is something alluring about 
the CC's low height and coupe-like stance. 
Even with the seventeen-inch alloys and low- 


profile Continental tires, the CC is simply a 
natural beauty worth looking at — even sev- 
eral floors up from the parking lot at work. 

Тһе moment you open up the door, the 
surprises begin. The fear of even consider- 
ing a four-door coupe would be the percep- 
tion of coupe-like space for all on board. 
This is absolutely not true in the CC. The 
driver and front passenger are treated to 
power adjustable leatherette seats, which 
are supported and decently bolstered. Ad- 
justable lumbar support is added for the 
driver - for both height and level of sup- 
port. There are plenty of adjustment op- 
tions for many types of drivers - including 
this tall and somewhat wide one. 

The real surprise is in the back seat. 
It is made for two adults — up to a certain 
height. If anyone is 62" or taller, you will hit 
the roof. Legroom was surprisingly good in 
back. A couple of trips were made with four 
people in the CC, including people of all siz- 
es and shapes, with no one complaining of 
any room issues. 

Тһе driver has a standard issue Volkswa- 
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gen dashboard, which is опе of the best 
in the business. Volkswagens are known for 
being straightforward and logical in terms 
of driver engagement. Instrumentation was 
well laid out with an informative center 
screen for trip and vehicle functions. The 
screen can be toggled through by one of the 
redundant switches on the steering wheel. 

Тһе center stack housed a touch screen 
audio interface that also has readouts for the 
climate control. In this Sport model, the ra- 
dio featured AM, FM and SiriusXM channels 
along with Bluetooth connectivity for phone 
calls and playback of music files. Sound is 
balanced via the eight speakers strategically 
located throughout the cabin. 

There is a climate setting that will come in 
handy in winter – a Max button for the front 
windshield defroster. When it is not enough 
to clear the window after an overnight frost- 
ing - the Max button will do the trick. 

Once you slot the key into the ignition 
and give it a push, the 2.0litre TSI turbo- 
charged four-cylinder engine comes alive. 
With 200 horsepower on tap, power comes 
on immediately and fluidly. You will never 
find any turbo lag in this engine. 

One ofthe reasons for this fluidic power is 
the six-speed DSG transmission. In Volkswa- 
gen-speak, the DSG denotes a dual-clutch 
gearbox where you will find lightning-quick 
shifts in both automatic and sport modes. 
You can select gears through the Tiptronic 
gate to maximize rev control. However, if 
you wish to row your own gears and depress 
a clutch to engage them, the CC Sport with 
TSI engine comes with a six-speed manual 
gearbox standard. Either transmission 
sends power to the front wheels. 


То understand the CC a bit more is to 
feel how it drives. Though it has the look 
of a sports car and positioned towards the 
top of VW's heap in North America - there 
is an elegant balance of these two worlds. 
Тһе ride is balanced between smooth апа 
firm. Give it a solid highway, and the CC 
will happily lap it. When presented with 
bumps and other road imperfections, the 
CC tries it best to absorb them - though not 
as smoothly as it could. 

There is also some lean on banked 
curves, but the CC offers up a pretty neu- 
tral handling package. The Continental Con- 
tiProContact tires did their best to grip on 
several surfaces, though you could feel the 
traction control and ABS gather up the CC 
on snow or caked surfaces. Steering is quite 
sharp with a great turning radius and ac- 
tion. There is no play in the steering at cen- 
ter. Braking was decent in both normal and 
panic situations. Pedal feel was fine, but one 
would need to pre-brake on slicker surfaces 
to stop the CC. 

One of the biggest surprises from the CC 
came in the form of fuel consumption. Con- 
sidering this is a German-made four-door 
coupe with a turbocharged four and a dual 
clutch automatic gearbox, it may come as 
a surprise that it turned a mileage figure of 
26.5MPG. This came from a perfect mix of 
city and highway driving. 

The CC is priced from $30,610. This Sport 
model with the Lighting Package arrived at 
$32,535. The CC range scales upward to in- 
clude a 3.6litre V6 engine and 4Motion all- 
wheel drive - topping out at about $42,000. 

Because of the perception of four-door 
coupes, the Volkswagen CC will be a huge 


surprise to anyone looking for a sporty, low- 
slung sedan. Rather, it would be a good alter- 
native to plenty of premium mid-sized sedans 
— such as the Acura TSX and Buick Regal. 

So, what is the definition of a four-door 
automobile that defies convention and offers 
just enough room to compare with its more 
upright competitors? This Volkswagen will 
have to change Merriam-Webster's entry for 
the sake of the CC. 


THE 40TH ANNUAL 
TWINCITIES AUTO SHOW 


Starting on March 9, the Min- 
neapolis Convention Center will 
open its doors again to the Twin 
Cities Auto Show. This year, every 
automobile sold in the state of 
Minnesota is available for you 

to look and even experience. 
Interactive activities, such as the 
Ride-and-Drives and, new for 
2013, Camp Јеер(с) - a guided 
your of the brand's off-road ca- 
pabilities demonstrated inside of 
the Convention Center. There will 
be an entertainment stage with 
daily performances for everyone! 
Our own automotive Contributing 
Writer, Randy Stern, will be at the 
Auto Show on Saturday, March 9 
and Monday, March 11. For more 
information, log on to TCAuto- 
Show.com for show times, dis- 
counted tickets and other exhibit 
and entertainment information. 
Also, see our Calendar section for 
dates and times when Randy will 
be at the Auto Show. See you at 
the show! 
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LEATHER LIFE 


Continued from page 49 


En A 
Bootblack Mike shining boots during intermission. 


Daniel Hennagir, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 
2011; and your humble columnist. Tally- 
master was Randy Ingram; Den Daddy (con- 
testant handler) was Bud Lile, assisted by 
Jayson Glynn. 

Another sponsor of the Mr. Twin Cities 
Leather weekend was Fuck Water lubes, 
many samples of whose products were hand- 
ed out during the weekend. Lavender Maga- 
zine was the weekend's media sponsor. 

Truss will represent Twin Cities Leath- 
er and Minnesota's leather community as 
he competes in the 35th annual Interna- 
tional Mr. Leather contest (www.imrl.com), * 5 
Мау 24-27, 2013 (Memorial Day weekend) in . ^ р * 
Chicago. Ki А 


А Back row, left to right: Luke Wallrich, Karri Plowman and Tynan Fox, the three co-owners of Twin Cities 
See more photos online Leather, pose in back of new Mr. Twin Cities Leather Kyle Truss. 


Today's Weather: 
Sunshine, Blue Skies and 80 Degrees. 


With plenty to do from hiking to biking. 
Or simply lounging at the pool with umbrella 
drink in hand. Maybe that's why you may want 


to leave the cold winter to enjoy the warm 
weather and sunshine for a few days or weeks ` Direct flights to... 
in Palm Springs. ЈА 

i д 
You'll find any number of wonderful places ta m Springs 


to stay and play in our little oasis including CALIFORNIA 
our 25-plus LGBT resorts and inns. Whatever 
your choice, we've got plenty to do. 

Or not do. It’s all up to you. 


Like no place else.” 


VisitGayPalmSprings.com 
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LETTERS | 


DEAR LAVENDER, 

About Brett Stevens! conversation 
with Rep. Andrea Kieffer... it was a well- 
written, expressive piece, and I was right 
there with him up until he wrote this: 
"There is a romanticization of the idea 
of marriage in the GLBT community. 
Тһе community tends to talk in terms of 
"rights" and "benefits," but is less vocal 
when it comes to "obligations" and “ге- 
sponsibilities" assumed by marriage." 

I'm not sure exactly what GLBT com- 
munity Mr. Stevens is talking about, or 
who he's been talking to, but myself and 
my GLBT friends - married and non - 
are serious and vocal when it comes to 
the obligations and responsibilities of 
marriage. We don't romanticize it. We're 
not confused by it. 

It's a dangerous statement Mr. Ste- 
vens has written there, because it seems 
to suggest that the GLBT community sim- 
ply wants Marriage because they want 
the stuff that goes with it — without taking 
into full consideration what the institu- 
tion of Marriage means. Or worse, it sug- 
gests that because we're too enraptured 
by the idea of Marriage to really "get" 
it, we might actually be willing to settle 
for something less, like civil unions. But 
we won't settle, and here's why: when it 
comes to the issue of Marriage, the GLBT 
community that I know is not just talk- 
ing solely in simple terms of rights and 
benefits, obligations and responsibilities. 
We're talking about something bigger. 
Something that uplifts every community. 
We are talking about one thing and one 
thing only: EQUALITY. 

Michael Cohen-Elyanow 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


U OF M GLBTA OFFICE 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
FEBRUARY 18, 2013 


Д 
27 ү intzes 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


PILLARS OF THE 
COMMUNITY 


Sometimes last minute engagements can 
be the most interesting. I found out the day 
ofthe event two Human Rights Campaign di- 
rectors were in town to do a townhall meet- 
ing about their work. I raced over to CAMP 
Cabaret in St. Paul to meet them. I'm glad I 
had this opportunity. 

HRC is a well-known GLBT rights organi- 
zation with its ubiquitous yellow equal sign 
on a blue background. However, we don't 
often hear much about the important work 
they do. This was a way for me to get to 
know more about what they do and hope- 
fully give you some information as well. 

I met Marty Rouse and Brian Moulton 
in the main bar on the way into the caba- 
ret area before they addressed the crowd. 
Rouse is a tall, cheerful and earnest man 
with a ready smile and a firm handshake. 
He is the National Field Director for HRC 
and organizes the “boots on the ground" 
HRC volunteers and staff. 

Moulton is more reserved until you be- 
gin talking with him about his work and his 
passion, the legal work for HRC. He’s the 
HRC Legal Director and works with GLBT 
litigation filing “friend of the court” or amicus 
briefs, and background research and strategy. 

Each man has avery different job but in my 
brief discussion with them both, they tackle 
the issues with equal passion and dynamism. 

Rouse explained how HRC has national 
and state strategies they employ to address 
GLBT issues in the field. They have been 
working closely with state organizations 
on marriage equality in Minnesota, Rhode 
Island, Delaware, and Illinois. But it isn't 
limited to that. They are also engaged in 
the civil union fight in Colorado where the 
state senate has passed that legislation and 
is poised to get a vote in their house of rep- 
resentatives. 

Colorado has been getting the headlines 


Marty Rouse, HRC National Field Director; Brian Moulton, HRC Legal Director. 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


lately but they also worked in Wyoming. 

They sent an HRC representative to Chey- 
enne, Trevor Chandler. In Wyoming the 
civil union and same sex marriage bills didn’t 
pass, but made it to the floor. Rouse said the 
effort wasn’t just bipartisan but was led by Re- 
publicans. So many things happening right 
now, he said. But that’s not all HRC does. 

Even where it seems there isn’t much go- 
ing for the GLBT community, HRC is finding 
a way to make a difference. For example in 
San Antonio, Texas and Jacksonville, Flori- 
da, they are building coalitions of businesses 
and religious leaders to pass laws against 
employment discrimination. We may not be 
able to get statewide measures enacted in 
those places, but HRC is working to get ordi- 
nances passed in these large cities. They are 
also working hard on the federal level to get 
the Employment Non-discrimination Act, or 
ENDA passed by Congress. While Minne- 
sota may protect GLBT residents against be- 
ing ‘fired while being gay’ not all our friends 
in other states are so lucky. 

Moulton’s job is quite different. While 
Rouse is directing resources and personnel to 
political hotspots, Moulton works behind the 
scenes with GLBT civil rights partners giving 
them the intellectual firepower and support 
to challenge laws and legal dilemmas. 

For example, HRC is working with part- 
ners on the Supreme Court the case regard- 
ing California’s Proposition 8 and the case 
challenging the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act. They aren't the lead litigators, but do- 
ing the necessary organizing and support 
work to challenge these legal questions. 

He explained the issues of equal protec- 
tion, due process and even legal standing af- 
fecting these cases. One interesting note is 
they’re raising the idea of a standard of scru- 
tiny in laws. There are different standards of 
review in the judicial branch when deciding 


whether law is constitutional or not. The “ra- 
tional basis” idea has the least scrutiny and 
up until now laws regarding the GLBT com- 
munity have fallen into that category. How- 
ever, with the striking down of sodomy laws 
nationwide in Lawrence v. Texas, the ques- 
tion arises whether laws affecting the GLBT 
community should be considered more sus- 
pect. Fascinating. 

Both Rouse and Moulton demonstrated 
such unbridled passion I wondered if they 
were quite new to the organization. Work- 
ing day in and day out on these issues could 
burn a person out. Surprisingly, Rouse has 
been with HRC seven years and Moulton 
eight. For people who had been in the 
trenches that long, their enthusiasm and 
compassion hasn’t seemed to wane. I think I 
know part of the reason why. 

They both nodded and recited what the 
head of HRC believes about the organiza- 
tion. “Chad Griffin refers to young people in 
the community and asks his team, ‘What are 
we doing to make their life better?” That is 
something we should all consider. 

When we think of political movements, 
we may think of rallies, letters, lobbyists, 
and court cases. But, there is more to it 
than that. The Human Rights Campaign has 
been working quietly in the background giv- 
ing support to local and state organizations 
and lead litigants. Trevor Chandler, an HRC 
regional field organizer, and I spoke briefly 
after my meeting with Rouse and Moulton. 
He said HRC tries to avoid grabbing the 
spotlight leaving the kudos to those on the 
front lines. But without important support 
by HRC, many of these opportunities could 
be wasted. Without background support 
like Rouse and Moulton, the infrastructure 
of our movement could come crashing 
down. I’m glad I got to meet these ‘behind 
the scene’ pillars of the GLBT community. О 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


VANGUARD 


SOME PEOPLE have questioned why 
Im writing about ideas other than the “all 
or nothing" same-sex marriage legislation 
proposed by Minnesotans United for АП 
Families among other groups. They have 
also questioned why Lavender would pub- 
lish my work, my questions, and my con- 
cerns because it has been argued it's coun- 
ter-productive. These are fair questions 
that deserve honest answers. Therefore I 
will attempt to do so. 

Four months ago, I read these words 
in the Pioneer Press in an article by Doug 
Belden called, ‘DFL Balks at putting gay 
marriage on the front burner" dated Novem- 
ber 8, 2012: 

For Senate Minority Leader Tom Bakk, 
DFL-Cook, who has said he'll seek to become 
majority leader, a fight over marriage is not 


а top priority. 

“I think anybody that has policy ideas 
needs to find a way to put them on the back 
shelf right now. This state has serious financial 
challenges," Bakk said at the news conference. 

House Minority Leader Paul Thissen, 
DFL-Minneapolis, who is in line to become 
House speaker, said it's too soon to set off in a 
new direction for marriage. 

Asked whether he would sign a bill legal- 
izing gay marriage, [Gov.] Dayton demurred. 
“Ие just had an election yesterday," he said. 
“I think it's time for everybody to catch their 
breath.” 

Aides said Dayton’s support for same-sex 
marriage has not weakened but that he didn’t 
want to appear to be pre-empting agenda set- 
ting by new lawmakers. 

In the same article Sen. Scott Dibble, Rep. 


Karen Clark, and MN United for All Families’ 
Richard Carlbom said the conversation must 
continue and we need to think about what to 
do next. That was thin soup indeed. 

So, I wrote ФЕ: Big Gay Farce’ because 
it seemed once again nothing was going to 
get done. No one was really agitating. The 
political actors all seemed willing to com- 
placently accept the status quo which was 
no Marriage Amendment but no same-sex 
relationship recognition either. It was into 
this breach Lavender provided me a venue 
to question authority. After questioning mo- 
tives, I then came back with a compromise 
position. Of course, at that point no one was 
saying much and the DFL was talking about 
doing nothing. 

Three months ago I wrote we should 
work toward something, a compromise 
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between doing nothing and asking for it 
all. On December 13, 2012, Lavender pub- 
lished ‘Earnest Money’ urging something 
to happen from the failure of the Marriage 
Amendment. I asked for a repeal of the state 
DOMA law. 

The December 13, 2012 issue also includ- 
ed a powerful essay from Lavender’s editor, 
Andy Lien titled, ‘The Psychology of Vic- 
tory.’ Let’s keep in mind, the DFL and GLBT 
activists for a month hadn’t uttered a peep 
to the public about plans toward fulfilling a 
long-term promise to the community. They 
had told us they were FOR us and once they 
were in power they would make sure the state 
would recognize our relationships. Lien said 
these important words in that article: 

I don't know where you are in this process 
of talking about what happened, where we are 
now, and what's coming up. I don't blame 
you if you're in the same place I was when I 
was approached with the proclamation that 
Marriage Equality has been put on the back 
burner You might disagree that it has been, 
you might agree that it should be, you might be 
in the same place I was and want to say, "stop 
talking right now." I understand. 

We can't stop talking right now. As the only 
media outlet dedicated to this GLBT commu- 
nity, we have got to keep talking. 

And keep talking we did. For over a 
month, Lavender was the only publication 
saying we need to step up and get this issue 
moving. They got me an interview with the 
only DFLer in that ‘back burner’ story who 
was as miffed as most of us were. That per- 
son was Sen. John Marty. On December 11, 
2012, he spoke with me and confirmed he'd 
propose a bill. It was something, far more 
than had been promised by anyone else. 
That interview wasn't published until Janu- 
ary 10, 2013 issue, but it seemed, Marty was 
our only hope at that point. 

Two months ago, December 20, 2012, 
MN United for АП Families announced it 
would lobby to legalize same-sex marriage, 
according to MPR's Tom Scheck. In the ar- 
ticle, press secretary Jake Loesch is quoted 
as saying: 

"All of this is initial planning and we're 
just starting to communicate and put all of 
our plans together.” Loesch said. “But the 
goal of the organization will be to make 2013 


the year that we secure the freedom to mar- 
ry for all couples in Minnesota." 

This was great. Ав far as I was con- 
cerned, the more the merrier. We needed 
to get this topic white hot in order to get 
something passed. Since the DFL leaders 
including the governor didn't seem to be- 
lieve it mattered, we had to get the commu- 
nity involved and active. 

I believed the Marty interview would 
help jump-start the discussion but another 
problem seemed to arise. It seemed DFL 
leaders were trying to persuade people that 
the Supreme Court would “һеаг two cases 
challenging laws that define marriage as 
only the union of a man and a woman, he 
[then presumptive House speaker Paul This- 
sen] suggested lawmakers may wait until 
after the justices rule." This was reported 
December 10, 2012 by Bill Salisbury in the 
Pioneer Press, 'Minnesota budget deficit the 
No. 1 priority for incoming legislature.’ 

So two months ago, I wrote and Lavender 
Magazine published ‘Waiting for Superman’ 
urging the GLBT community not to fall for 
this ‘wait and see’ tactic. Meanwhile, Gov. 
Dayton was busy telling us same-sex rela- 
tionship recognition wasn’t something he’d 
do anything substantive to help along. In the 
January 8%, 2013 piece by Baird Helgeson, 
Dayton said he’s not going push this issue 
up any mountain. 

One month ago, in January 24, 2013’s 
issue, I wrote “What’s in a Name.” 

For some reason, my pushing for alter- 
natives and compromises was seen by some 
as undermining the same-sex marriage ef- 
fort. How this works I'll never understand 
but some people were furious. Meanwhile, I 
just thought I was continuing a conversation 
that had been dropped by everyone except 
Lavender. In fact, Lavender editor Andy Lien 
also made the point nothing seemed to be 
happening and time was ticking in the Feb- 
ruary 7, 2013 issue, ‘A little nudge? 

I'm not going to tell you that these conver- 
sations are easy (not that the VOTE NO ones 
were). We still need to talk to people who don't 
believe same-sex couples should join marriage. 
What's different, though, is that the talks have 
to also happen with people we see as friendly, 
our allies in either political affiliation or Al- 
lies in selfidentification. Talking to people 


about the importance of the freedom to marry 
and the priority of civil rights usually involves 
telling people they're wrong. If it's not explicitly 
said, it's implied. It's saying that by thinking 
the freedom to marry should be put off until 
after the important stuff is handled, you are 
incorrect in not seeing civil rights for what 
they are: priorities." 

Lien never wrote about anything except 
the passage of same-sex marriage, but she 
identified the movement as going too slow- 
ly. We were being pushed aside and things 
didn't happen and I was concerned. If we 
don't move quickly enough, the impetus 
could fall to pieces and we'd get nothing at 
all, which is something I cannot abide. 

So, like I did with my second article in 
Lavender, I continued pushing for something 
even if it means a compromise. Ihad a con- 
versation with Rep. Andrea Kieffer (R) who 
supported the Marriage Amendment but lis- 
tened to arguments from our side about re- 
lationship recognition. I have reached out to 
several activists and legislators and spoken 
with them off the record. I’m trying to get a 
two-sided conversation going. 

Since I'm not seeing real movement by the 
GLBT community and I don't see a coherent 
path forward, it appears same-sex marriage 
in Minnesota is stalling.** In fact, in my in- 
terview with Richard Carlbom of MN United 
for АП Families, I tried to express my concern 
this isn't spreading and we need a plan B, as 
it were. This too hasn't been well received 
which is fine. I have no problem with criti- 
cism of my ideas or my treatment of them. 

However, I do think my intentions have 
been honorable. I haven't done a single 
thing to argue against same-sex marriage. 
АП I've done, and everyone at Lavender for 
that matter, has been to drive the discus- 
sion and movement forward. We were the 
ones who stood up and questioned political 
leaders who didn't want to do anything. We 
have tried to motivate and give ideas to the 
community. I don't believe that makes us 
the problem. In the past four months, Lav- 
ender and I have tried to move this issue for- 
ward. We have done so before other people 
jumped into to the fight. 

Тһе DFL leadership and some activists 
have argued they have been working behind 
the scenes. That is fine but why were we 
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left in the dark? Sen. Marty promised to 
propose a same-sex marriage bill in January. 
Why wait? Why the secrecy? There is noth- 
ing complicated about the bill, it's been intro- 
duced before. Ithink criticism of us has not 
been fair or consistent with the facts on the 
ground. We have been part of the solution, 
not part of the problem. Those who criticize 
us, please remember that. We are both on 
the same side. 

**Editor's Note: This piece was writ- 
ten and went to press as Senate File 
925 and House File 1054 to legalize 
same-sex marriage were introduced. [1 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Enen Krug 


Anniversary 


A FAMILY anniversary coincides with the 
day this column is due to my editor. 

'The anniversary? 

A suicide. 

My father. 1990. Fifty-three-years old. De- 
pressed and alcoholic. Smith & Wesson .38 
caliber. Bathtub. Mom found him. 

That's usually what people want to know, 
but are too polite to ask. It's like rubberneck- 
ing at that car accident on the other side of 
the highway. 

Glad that isn't me. 

Anyone can be a suicide survivor-chil- 
dren, siblings, parents, lovers, and friends. 
When I encounter another survivor, it's as if 
we speak a unique language, one grounded 
in a special reality. 

A reality cloaked in stigma. 

Let's admit it: suicide is at the bottom of 
the death hierarchy. 

After all, suicide isn't like giving one's life 
for their country (the word “honorable” attach- 
es to that), or like dying from cancer. For sure, 
cancer's a crappy way to go, but the awe factor 
for others who see one struggling at least gives 
that death some kind of meaning. 

A bitlower on the hierarchy is dying from 
heart attacks, or strokes, or burst aneurisms, 
endings that people at least don't consciously 
bring upon themselves. 

Rounding out the *acceptable" deaths are 
accidents—car, plane, bike and work. “Too 
early,” or “such a tragedy,” are what people 
say about that kind of dying. 

Suicide, on the other hand, gets no re- 
spect. First off, people don't know what to 
say. They dance around it, not wanting to in- 
sult the survivor, but also not understanding 
what survivorship really means. In the end, 
it's as if the decedent barely ever existed— 
if you don't acknowledge the death, it's not 
necessary to acknowledge that someone ac- 
tually pulled a trigger, or strung a rope, or 
jumped from a bridge. 

Then there's pity—how awful for you and 
your mother! Or worse, suspicion. Once, 
someone asked, “So, tell me: does depres- 
sion run in your family?" 

I thought, Only when idiots like you ask 
such questions. 

With my father, the issue wasn't "could 
I have prevented it," or ^why didn't he get 
help?" I accepted that Dad did something 
that I couldn't control. 

Instead, every time this year, I wonder 


whether I've got that suicide gene—a wiring 
defect that means it might be just a bit easier 
for me to follow in my father's footsteps. 

Some refer to it as a "predisposition." 
I call it familial osmosis. Did I absorb too 
much of something bad? 

No, I've never attempted it. Yes, I’ve 
thought about it, particularly in 2006 when 
my soul mate of thirty-some years found my 
replacement. I've always had a suicide scale 
of 1 to 5. Back in '06, I ratcheted up to 4.75 
one night after a particularly crushing inci- 
dent. However, I remembered something 
that stopped me cold. 

Im not him, I realized. I'll never be like 
him. How could I hurt those who love me? 
They'd forever wonder whether they could have 
prevented it? No. Never. 

I forced myself to bed that night. Fate 
gave me a reprieve in the form of sleep. In 
the morning I felt better. I felt more better 
every morning thereafter. 

I can't promise that Га never do it. If con- 
fronted with an Alzheimer's diagnosis or the 
prospect of months of pain owing to some- 
thing incurable, I'd pull a trigger, for sure. I 
believe all of us should have the right to end 
our lives with dignity and control. Since the 
government doesn’t allow for euthanasia, I'd 
take matters into my own hands. 

Of course, before I did it, I'd have one ex- 
tremely wonderful party. 

Still, this doesn't extend to checking out 
simply because you're unhappy. That's where 
I draw the line. Unhappiness can be changed. 
We have the ability to learn and grow, regard- 
less of age or most conditions in life. 

Which gets me back to being a suicide 
survivor. 

In 1990, I didn't understand the legacy that 
attaches when a close family member kills 
themself. I didn't realize that it would scar me 
forever, or that I'd never fully get past the im- 
age of my father tasting the raw cold steel of a 
gun barrel pressing against his tongue. 

Twenty-three years later, Гуе got a much 
better idea. It is, as I've written, like my father's 
stood in the back of every room I enter. 

Now I understand; his suicide will be with 
me forever. 

Until I die. П 


Ellie Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir 
about Love, Honesty and Gender Change (Stepladder 
Press]. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwrit- 
erí(dgmail.com 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Continued from page 8 


to leadership. In this specific case of same- 
sex ceremonies and weddings, the signs are 
clear: people are already celebrating their re- 
lationships with these types of ceremonies. 
Тһе laws will follow. That's where you come 
in. And that's where we need you to join us in 
this vision of legalizing Same-Sex Marriage. 

То say that campaigning and voting for 
Same-Sex Marriage is an *overreach" is the 
same kind of thinking that diminishes a con- 
versation to the same effect as “homosexu- 
ality is a choice." It stops the conversation 
where it is and doesn't give it the attention 
it obviously deserves, the attention it de- 
mands. The people to whom social justice 
and equal rights is an overreach are the 
people who will never see its merit. They will 
never “be ready" for this. I’m guessing that 
they don't know anyone who is openly gay or 
lesbian because, if they did, they'd know that 
the most effect this legislation would have on 
their lives is that they might have more wed- 
dings to attend. 

To the СОР let me encourage you that 
by voting for Same-Sex Marriage, you will 
be fully claiming both an existing and a new 
group of GLBT supporters who align with 
your conservative values but have been wait- 
ing for you to step up to take this liberty-fur- 
thering measure. 

То the DFL, voting for Same-Sex Mar- 
riage aligns with your DFL values and those 
of your Governor. You are in control as the 
majority and will be held to a higher level of 
scrutiny and accountability if Marriage does 
not prevail. Claim your leadership role and 
bring your state to where it needs to be in 
this Civil Rights movement. 

As a leader in the media, it is my respon- 
sibility to make sure Lavender discusses 
the hard topics in addition to covering its 
usual editorial calendar. When you're home 
for the summer with your constituents, I 
know that your job isn't on hiatus-you're 
still working. Know that I will be, too, and 
we'll be covering whatever transpired in 
these next few months; hopefully, with glo- 
ry, laud, and honor. 

There are always risks in any job, but I 
will never shirk away from doing the right 
thing because of those risks. I hope you can 
see your role in a similar light and do the 
right thing by voting to legalize Same-Sex 
Marriage in Minnesota. 

With hope and gratitude, 

Andrea Lien, Managing Editor 

Lavender Magazine O 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


The Return of the Skort—Part 1 
(A special Dateland noir!) 


IT WAS after midnight on a Saturday 
night. I was at a party in the suburbs. 
Тһе town doesn't matter. They're inter- 
changeable. They all smell of gin, chlo- 
rine and the desperation of people who 
have grown disappointed with their “great 
rooms."Everyone at the party was drunk. 
And not in a good way. This was a straight, 
middle-aged crowd who were drawn to- 
gether not by common interests but by 
proximity. Even their children didn't like 
each other. They played together with the 
weary commiseration of prisoners of war 
who shared a common enemy. 

Тһе novelty of these parties had ended 
long before. What started as a cheeky take 
on their parents' 1970s Saturday night rit- 
ual of dressing in paisley prints, drinking 
elaborately named cocktails, and practicing 
casual adultery had turned into an actual 
re-creation of such sad madness. They all 
yearned to break free of the joyless drink- 
ing and stale friendships and form new 
relationships with people outside their 
neighborhood. But every Saturday night, 
something would cause them to congre- 
gate again. On this evening, they were 
celebrating the installation of a margarita 
machine in one of their kitchens. It was a 
huge, noisy beast that constantly churned 
crushed ice the color of stomach acid. 

I was invited to the party as a novelty. 
When life became so achingly dull that 
the couples might be forced to examine 
their life choices, they'd invite a shiny ob- 
ject to distract them from painful insight. 
And, when invited, Га almost always make 
the long trek from my home to the party. 
Why? Because it gave me a glimpse into 
what my life would have become had I de- 
cided to follow the path prescribed to me 
at birth. Га be living in a large house with 
not enough furniture, too many kids, and a 
well-meaning but dull husband, aching to 
go to the ballet and the theatre and have 
meaningful chats with cultured friends 
about the importance of art. 

And, so, these events served as an en- 
dorsement of my chaotic, selfish and free- 


spending lifestyle. Also, they always have 
karaoke at these parties, and I never say no 
to karaoke! 

By 11 p.m., the party had crossed the 
soggy line between tipsy sentimentality to 
volcanic eruptions of marital rage. I tried 
to lighten the mood by dragging one of 
the more maligned husbands into a duet 
of Captain and Tennille's “Muskrat Love,” 
but it only served to remind his wife of how 
unadorable their life had become. 

And then the blizzard hit. Snowflakes 
the size of dinner plates turned the moon- 
less sky bright white. There was no way I 
could make it home. 

Every couple at the party eagerly of 
fered to shelter me that night. But from 
past experience, accepting such hospitali- 
ty came with a heavy price. I'd be required 
to stay up until dawn nodding rhythmi- 
cally to their tales of middle-aged malaise 
while fending off their sloppy sexual ad- 
vances. There seems to be only one thing 
that straight couples crave when drunk 
out of their minds, and that's to shove 
their tongues down the throat of the near- 
est lesbian. 

And, so, Idid a Google search on nearby 
hotels. There were only two. One was so far 
down the hotel food chain that it didn't dare 
describe itself as a motel. It was, instead, 
a motor inn, which suggested it might be 
safer to sleep in your car. Even the draw- 
ing on the web site that represented the 
worn lobby included sketches of stick-thin 
women wearing garish clothing and inhal- 
ing cigarettes. Since I’m not a prostitute, I 
dialed the other place, a bed and breakfast 
called the Auberge. 

"You're in luck,” said the innkeeper. Al- 
though it was midnight, she sounded wide- 
awake, as if she had been sitting by the 
phone at high-alert, waiting for it to ring. 
“Every room is available. You have your 
pick.” 

And this, my friends, is where our story 
really begins. 

(Tune in next time to learn if I survive 
the night!) П 


LavenderMagazine.com | 61 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 

Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease o 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center Giy, N 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 
Food Shelf an Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(912) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic 
525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 

www ШМрго ram.org 

www.Sto MN.com 
wwwinSPOT org/ Minnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 

referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 595 05 (metro) ог 

800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to gariçipate in research studies. 

420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

D 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, ММ 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Cgmmunity Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 
Be Yourself! 

1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


Watershed High School 

In our community, every student is an 
onored student. Come as you аге! 

4544 Ath Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 

supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
nd music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www.minneapolisbiketour.com 

mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 

Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health to meet your needs. 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio station 
of the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper 

Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 

120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

|651) 2212547 
ttp://www.smm.org 

Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 

leading venue for the presentation of 

the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and Classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the M resents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radica 
Hospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 

pezforming arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[551 789-1012 


ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


a 
345 Washington St. 
St. Pau 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh РІ. Saint Paul, ММ 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 М. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds 

are calm, good-natured, and make 
excellent pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us for the 
4-day festival held over Labor Day 
weekend. 

P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
hurc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 

committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 

community and proclaiming God's 

YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 

of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons of all 
races, cultures and sexual orientations. 
500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and more. 

M Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 
Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 
community welcoming diverse 
backgrounds and celebrating our 
shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 
maximize participation in Jewish life. 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Tradfional 
Seting & Service, Social Action, Тһе 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St, Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
Gods journey of love and justice. 
900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Temple of ECK 

ECKANKAR 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.TempleofECK.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 


Socially and theologically progressive. 


Open and affirming. A 'Just Peace' 
church, founded in 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

А Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

со Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 


Wholly committed to making life better 


for our most vulnerable citizens since 
1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 


www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
GN 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
Afton, MN. 

Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.attonmnared.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
piv Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/Cruise/ 
Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One o 
Midwest Liyings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


18000 Zop 34 
e valle 
(4521 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR? | мегу Cohn 


Menopausal Moaning and І Need More Room 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My girlfriend Jodi is only 39 but she's al- 
ready going through peri-menopause. I feel 
badly for her - but I also find it tedious. (I'm 
28.) Her incessant complaints are hard to 
take, and doesn’t do much for our romantic 
relationship. 

Last night, we were both awake at 3 a.m. 
and Jodi took my hand in hers and put it on 
her chest. I was happy because I thought she 
wanted me to touch her breasts. I was tired 
but I thought, “What the hell, ГЇЇ go for it." 
After a moment, she removed my hand and 
said, “I really just wanted you to feel how 
sweaty I am.” 

How can I support her in her current 
stage of life and also get her to understand 
that we still need to keep things between us 
at least a little hot? 

-NOT DEAD YET 


Dear Not Dead Yet 

Hot sweats definitely aren’t sexy, but 
they don’t have to be the death knell for ro- 
mance, either. 

As annoying as the complaints may be, 
try to get it up to be a little more empathic to- 
ward Jodi as she goes through this hormonal 
experience. That doesn’t mean that you have 


to actively participate in all of Jodi’s bodily 
sensations as they happen, but a little kind- 
ness may go a long way toward bringing the 
two of you closer. Once you've clearly estab- 
lished yourself as an ally, it may be easier to 
explain how the two of you can work toward 
sustaining erotic feelings, and why you don’t 
want your fingers dragged through a puddle 
of sweat in the middle of the night. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner Rufus had a stomach bug and 
it took him a couple of weeks to fully recover. 
Of course I took good care of him, but we 
slept separately so that I wouldn’t catch it. 
This was the first time in our six-year rela- 
tionship that we’ve ever slept apart. At first, 
I hated sleeping apart. I missed his body in 
our bed and I missed cuddling with him. But 
after a while, I found that I liked having the 
extra room to move around in the bed and 
actually slept better. 

Rufus finally recovered and moved back 
into our bedroom last night. I barely slept 
at all. We kept bumping into each other dur- 
ing the night, and his snoring woke me up 
several times. To my surprise, I found that 
I actually felt crowded. Now I wonder if I 
should suggest separate bedrooms. It’s clear 


that it’s better for my sleep, but would that 
be selfish? 
-JAKE 


Dear Jake, 

Okay, so the novel experience of being 
able to spread out in bed whetted your appe- 
tite for more – what's the problem? The urge 
to sleep alone isn't a relationship betrayal. 
Your guilty feelings over enjoying the extra 
breathing space may suggest that you don't 
get enough alone time in general. If that's the 
case, an occasional night in the guest room 
might be helpful to you and to your relation- 
ship. But there's no need to make it an all or 
nothing decision - ie. always sleeping to- 
gether vs. always sleeping apart. Ask Rufus 
how he'd feel about sleeping separately on 
occasion. He may appreciate the alone time 
too. Another low-drama option would be to 
once in a while say, “Honey, I’m feeling rest- 
less. I think ГЇЇ sleep in the guest room to- 
night. ^ Butonly do it when you're on good 
terms - never after a fight. You don't want 
sleeping apart to be linked with any negative 
associations (even unconsciously). L1 


© 2013 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to msbehavior(amac.com. 
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SENOS FARECEMOS 
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We're similar in so many ways! 
Nous avons tant en commun! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
[re ————————Yc$(ó 


EDUCATION 


LEARN SPANISH AT EASE - Spanish 
Class Minnesota offers Spanish classes, 
from Beginners to Advanced, in small 
groups of up to six students. Timely and 
original materials. (651) 917-3445. www. 
spanishclassmn.com. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT! APRIL 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14 Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-ópm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOUSE SERVICES 


RUSTY NAIL WOODCRAFT since 1985. 
Quality custom cabinetry, desks, tables, 
bedroom furniture etc. Quality and 
customer satisfaction are key, from a 
single vanity to a whole house. www. 
rustynailwoodcraft.com. Ben Pawlak: (952) 
938-6452. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules. X tliddellcleaningfayahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST e 
COACH • CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


Kate Heffelfinger, М.А, Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. 
Focusing on mindful intentional living. 
Learning to live with uncertainty in an 
uncertain world. Adult individuals/couples. 
No charge initial session. (612) 922-9100, 
kate heffelfinger(amsn.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 


in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The Amazing Shadows 


IT'S SO hot he's naked, this heartbroken 
boy, curled up on his bed, hands on his stom- 
ach, wrenching out his pain. It's a breathtak- 
ing pain, you know, that'll make you stutter 
and gasp for air. His voice trembles when he 
talks to himself. “Stop crying,” he whispers. 
He wants to vomit, but he can't. 

And there's his stupid phone sitting on 
his stupid nightstand. His phone brought 
on all this, where there are text messages 
stored from earlier in the day. Unhappy 
messages solidifying what should've hap- 
pened some time before. Messages that list 
reasons to break up, and the boy in his bed 
knows they should, but only his boyfriend is 
brave enough to execute. 

The phone, it’s the thing of recorded 
memories. First Message Ever: "It was nice 
meeting you," dated nine months before. And 
since then the phone recorded times when 
butterflies fluttered, when the first dates were 
made, when dreams were swapped. 

He reads the message that says, “We 
shouldn't be together. It's better for both of 
us" and his heart sinks. His lungs fill with 
fluid. Suddenly he is drowning. And he sees 
what once upon a time was their future: he 
sees himself looking into his boyfriend's 
eyes, sharing their vows, putting rings on 
their fingers, moving into a home, buying 
a dog. He sees in this text message lawns 


mowed, dinners cooked, children raised, 
love made. He sees what they say you see 
just before you die: He sees all his life be- 
fore him in a single burst so bright that it 
makes him cry... 

Iam not an affectionate person. 

It's partly why this all happened. 

I am a hypocrite. I write about silly, ro- 
mantic things. I write about living loud and 
loving deep. On paper, I wish I lived this way. 
But I'm an impostor. I can't execute in real 
life the romance in my mind. I stand on my 
soapbox and scream to you sappy messages 
of intimate bliss, and all the while I can't find 
the courage in me to live my words. 

I am self-absorbed. I’ve had always this 
hunger for everyone to like me-an unreal- 
istic, egotistical want if ever there was one. 
And I'm too aloof for even a try. 

“Maybe it's because you've felt no affec- 
tion," a shrink once told me. Yes, Maybe, 
I think, and I think I can't be the only one 
(am I?). 

Ican think that there are three people in 
my family who ever showed me any affec- 
tion, who ever made me feel wanted. Two of 
them are dead, and I've never had chance to 
spend much time with the third. Everyone 
else seemed ambivalent to my existence, 
Dad included. 

Mom died when I was 11, and there- 


after I was raised as the butt of too many 
pranks, too many cruel words, too much 
degradation, from the people I depended 
on as "guardians." I was a nuisance with no 
friends. For seven years after Mom died, no 
one in the world wanted me, or so I felt (and 
how pitifully self-absorbed is that?). 

In college, I fell into an abusive relation- 
ship. The bastard showed me enough affec- 
tion to keep me at his side, but to him I was a 
dog, submissive and pitiful. I was something to 
have dominion over, something to own. Cruel- 
ty knew my name then as never it had before. 

Then he came along, my second boy- 
friend, to remind me about happiness. He 
took me on dates, bought me flowers, held 
me at night, gave me my kisses. And we’ve 
broken up... 

So there’s now this boy on his bed, 
wrenching out his pain, having been unable 
to show affection to the man who was the 
first to show affection to him. 

But the boy has real friends and the boy 
has seen affection. What once was a dark, 
wretched, affection-less station in life is 
shown now to be mere shadows in the face 
of first light. 

When we realize that our scars are shad- 
ows, we remember shadows require light. 

And your shadows... Have you seen 
them? O 
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í Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 


way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part ofit. 


Let's talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about UN IVERSITY 


articipating in a research study, 


call: 612-625-7472 OF MINNESOTA 


or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu Driven to Discover" 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. ©2012 Imported by Ketel One U; f Viejo, CA. 


